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Why Study in Australia

Australia’s universities consistently rank among the world's best: for example, QS
2025 ranks the Australian National University (ANU) #26, University of Melbourne
#32, and University of Sydney #33 globally. Australia offers high-quality education
with internationally recognized degrees and extensive research opportunities. It is
also known for its safety and stability - Australia was ranked the 13th most peaceful
country in 2024 - and a welcoming, multicultural society (nearly 30% of Australia’s
population was born overseas, and 2.8% of the population identifies as Aboriginal or
Torres Strait Islander).

Furthermore, Australia’s post-study work and immigration pathways (Temporary
Graduate visa [subclass 485], skilled migration, and state nomination programs)
make it attractive for long-term prospects. These factors - plus quality of life,
healthcare, and natural beauty - explain why many Indian students choose
Australia.

Overview of the Australian Education System

e Degree Levels: Australia has undergraduate degrees (typically 3 years for a
Bachelor's, with some professional degrees like Engineering taking 4 years),
followed by graduate degrees (Master's 1.5-2 years, PhD 3-4 years). There are also
vocational education and training (VET) providers offering certificates and diplomas
(6 months to 2-year programs often with practical training).

e Universities vs. VET Providers: Universities focus on research and academic
degrees; VET providers (TAFE or private registered training organizations) focus on
vocational fraining and applied programs. Many international students attend
universities (e.g. University of Melbourne, University of Sydney, ANU), but VET
institutions (e.g. TAFE NSW, TAFE Queensland) also admit large numbers of
international students and often have pathways to universities.

e Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF): Australia’s national policy for
regulated qualifications ranges from Level 1 (Certificate I) through to Level 10
(Doctoral Degree). Certificates I-IV are at Levels 1-4, Diplomas at Level 5, Advanced
Diplomas at Level 6, Bachelor's degrees at Level 7, Honours/Graduate
Certificates/Diplomas at Level 8, Master's at Level 9, and Doctorates at Level 10.

Top Universities and VET Providers

Australia has many internationally ranked institutions and leading colleges. Notable
universities by state/territory include:
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e New South Wales: University of Sydney, University of New South Wales (UNSW),
Macquarie University, University of Technology Sydney (UTS), Western Sydney
University, University of Newcastle, University of Wollongong.

e Victoria: University of Melbourne, Monash University, RMIT University, Deakin
University, La Trobe University, Swinburne University of Technology, Victoria
University.

e Queensland: University of Queensland, Queensland University of Technology
(QUT), Griffith University, James Cook University, University of Southern
Queensland, Central Queensland University.

e Australian Capital Territory: Australian National University (ANU), University of
Canberra.

e South Australia: University of Adelaide, Flinders University, University of South
Australia.

e Western Australia: University of Western Australia, Curtin University, Murdoch
University, Edith Cowan University.

e Tasmania: University of Tasmania.
e Northern Territory: Charles Darwin University.

Many Australian VET providers also have strong reputations for practical programs.
Examples include TAFE NSW, TAFE Queensland, TAFE SA, Box Hill Institute
(Victoria), Holmesglen Institute (Victoria), and South Metropolitan TAFE (Western
Australia).

Application Process

Undergraduate Admission

Indian students apply directly to Australian universities or VET providers for
undergraduate (UG) programs. Key points:

e Eligibility: Completion of 12th grade (CBSE, ICSE, State Board or IB) with strong
grades. Most universities look for ~65-80% average (higher for competitive
programs). For example, University of Melbourne accepts CBSE/XII students with
75%+ in core subjects for most programs.

e Application Timeline: Australian UG programs typically start in February/March
(Semester 1), with applications opening around August-September of the previous
year and deadlines from October to January. Many universities also have July
intakes (Semester 2) with earlier deadlines around April-May.
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e Application Platform: Applications are submitted directly to individual universities
through their online portals. Some states use centralized admission centers (e.g.,
UAC for NSW/ACT, VTAC for Victoria). Applications generally require transcripts of
Class X and XII marks, and some require predicted grades if results are pending.

e Entrance Exams (UG): Australian universities do not generally require SAT/ACT for
Indian applicants. However, proof of English proficiency (IELTS, TOEFL, PTE or
equivalent) is required if your schooling was not in English. Some universities waive
this if your high school was English-medium for at least the last 2 years.

Graduate Admission
For master’'s and doctoral programs:

e Eligibility: Most Australian Master's programs require a 3-year Bachelor's degree
(or equivalent) with good grades (typically equivalent to at least a credit average or
60-65%). For competitive programs or prestigious universities, they may require
distinction averages (75%+). For instance, University of Melbourne Graduate School
states that a four-year Bachelor's with honours is normally required for research
degrees, while coursework Master's typically require a three-year Bachelor's degree
with strong grades.

e Application Materials: Typically you need: o Official transcripts (with certified
English translations if needed) of all university-level study. o Copy of degree
certificate (if already graduated). o Statement of Purpose (research or study plan). o
Letters of Recommendation (usually 2, from professors or employers). o Resume/CV
(especially for research programs). o Proof of English proficiency
(IELTS/TOEFL/PTE). Some schools waive this if your prior degree was in English. o
Research proposal (for research-based Master's and PhDs). o Portfolio (for creative
arts programs).

e Timeline: Most programs admit for Semester 1 (February/March start) with
deadlines Oct-Dec. Semester 2 intakes (July start) have deadlines Apr-May. It's
common to apply 4-6 months before the program starts.

e Equivalency: Universities assess Indian degrees on their merit, though sometimes
they may ask for a qualification assessment from AEI-NOOSR (Australian Education
International). For example, many Indian universities’ Bachelor's degrees are
recognized as equivalent to Australian Bachelor's degrees. Most Australian
universities have staff specializing in assessing Indian qualifications.

Entrance Exams & Language Tests

e English Proficiency: IELTS (Academic), TOEFL iBT, or PTE Academic scores are
required by almost all Australian institutions. Typical minimum scores are IELTS 6.5
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overall (with no band below 6.0) or TOEFL ~79-80 or PTE 58-64. Some universities
accept alternatives like Cambridge English. Several Australian universities explicitly
waive the English test requirement if the applicant's previous education was
conducted entirely in English for at least the past 2-3 years. For example, the
University of Sydney accepts successful completion of senior secondary studies in
India where English was the sole language of instruction and assessment for the
entire duration of study.

e Other Exams: For business (MBA) programs, GMAT or GRE may be required, with
competitive programs looking for scores of 550+ on GMAT. Medical and dental
programs may require GAMSAT. Indian entrance tests (GATE, CAT, etc.) are not
generally accepted for admission to Australian universities.

Equivalency of Indian Education

e High School vs. Australian HS: Indian Class XII is treated as equivalent to
Australian Year 12. Universities will ask for CBSE/ICSE marksheets and certificates.
The grading scales differ (e.g., 70% in CBSE may correspond to a distinction in
Australia).

e Indian Bachelor's: Australia generally accepts Indian three-year Bachelor's
degrees from recognized universities as equivalent to Australian Bachelor's degrees,
particularly for coursework Master's admission. For research degrees, an Honours
year or Master's may be required. Some specialized or professional Master's
programs may have additional requirements.

e Credential Assessment: For immigration purposes, qualification assessments from
authorized assessing authorities may be required. For academic purposes,
Australian universities generally assess Indian qualifications themselves without
requiring external assessment.

Required Documentation

Generally, you will need the following (some vary UG vs PG):

e Academic transcripts and certificates: Complete grade sheets from Class X
onward for UG; transcripts and degree certificate from your Bachelor's for PG.

e Passport: A valid passport (and any previous passports).

e Proof of funds: Bank statements showing you can afford tuition and living costs
(currently about AUD$21,041 per year per person, plus tuition) for student visa
purposes.

Prepared By: Team Topgrades 5



topgrades
abroad

e Admission letter: Letter of acceptance (Confirmation of Enrollment or CoE) from
an Australian institution. This is required to apply for the student visa.

e English test score: IELTS/TOEFL/PTE scorecard, unless exempt.
e Photo: Passport-size photos (for visa application).

e Other: Medical exam results (if requested), Genuine Temporary Entrant (GTE)
statement, health insurance (OSHC) certificate, any forms of scholarship award
letters, sponsor letter if someone else funds you.

e Translations: If any documents are not in English, get them translated by a
NAATI-certified translator.

Visa and Student Visa Process (India)

1. Admission: First secure admission at an Australian institution. You will receive
a Confirmation of Enroliment (CoE).

2. Prepare finances: Assemble proof of funds (bank statements, investments,
scholarship letters). The Department of Home Affairs requires evidence of
sufficient funds to cover travel, tuition and living expenses.

3. Apply for Student Visa (Subclass 500): Apply online through the
Department of Home Affairs. Required items: digital copy of CoE, transcripts,
passport bio page, financial proof, digital photo, English test, health
insurance (OSHC), Genuine Temporary Entrant (GTE) statement detailing your
motivation to study in Australia.

4. Timeline: Processing from India currently averages about 4-6 weeks (but can
vary). Apply as early as possible - ideally 2-3 months before the program
starts.

5. Post-Decision: If approved, you'll get an electronic visa linked to your
passport. No physical visa stamp is needed.

6. Arrival: You can enter Australia up to 90 days before your course starts with
a valid Student visa.

Costs of Study and Living (2024-2025)

Tuition Fees by State and Level

Tuition for international students is much higher than for Australians and varies by
institution and program. Department of Education data shows average international
undergraduate tuition ~AUD$30,000-45,000 per year depending on the field of study
and university.
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e New South Wales: Higher-end tuition. Average UG ~A$35,000-45,000/year; total
3-year degree ~A$105,000-135,000.

e Victoria: Similar to NSW. Average UG ~A$35,000-46,000/year at major
universities.

¢ Queensland: Moderate. Average UG ~A$30,000-38,000/year.
e Western Australia: Moderate. Average UG ~A$30,000-40,000/year.

e South Australia, Tasmania, Northern Territory: More affordable. UG tuition often
~A$25,000-35,000/year.

Postgraduate tuition is similar or higher (MBA programs are very expensive, often
A$40k-80k/yr). Example: University of Melbourne Master's ~A$35,000-45,000/yr;
ANU ~A$34,000-48,000/yr.

Living Expenses

e Housing: Rent is a major cost. In Sydney/Melbourne, a one-bedroom apartment
costs roughly A$2,000-2,600/month. A room in a shared apartment can be much
cheaper (often A$250-400/week). In Brisbane, Adelaide, Perth and smaller cities,
rents are lower: Brisbane's average weekly rent for a room in shared
accommodation was about A$180-250 in early 2024. Many students live in university
accommodation (A$250-450/week) or homestays (A$250-350/week).

e Food: Groceries ~A$80-120/week; eating out adds cost.

e Transportation: Public transit in major cities costs ~A$30-50/week with student
concessions. International students in Victoria, Queensland, Western Australiq,
South Australia and Tasmania are eligible for student concessions on public
transport.

e Other: Books/supplies ~A$500-1,000/year. Health insurance (OSHC)
~A$500-700/year (mandatory for visa).

Overdall living costs are often estimated ~A$21,000-25,000/year per student
(excluding tuition) which aligns with the Department of Home Affairs requirement of
approximately A$21,041 per year.

Scholarships and Financial Aid

While Australian institutions don't generally offer "financial aid” to international
students like U.S. schools, there are scholarship programs:
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e Australian Government Scholarships: Programs like Australia Awards provide full
scholarships to students from developing countries. The Destination Australia
Scholarship (A$15,000/year) supports study in regional areas.

e Research Scholarships: For research degrees (Master's by Research, PhD),
universities offer Research Training Program (RTP) scholarships that cover tuition
fees and sometimes provide living stipends (A$28,000-32,000/year). These are
competitive but open to international students.

e University Scholarships: Many universities provide merit-based awards. For
instance, University of Melbourne offers Melbourne International Undergraduate
Scholarships (25-100% fee remission), UNSW has the International Scientia
Scholarship for PhD students, and Monash offers various international merit
scholarships (covering 10-100% of fees).

e Australian-Indian Scholarships: Programs like the Australia India Education
Council (AIEC) scholarships and specific university partnerships with Indian
institutions exist, though they target specific fields or research.

e Education Loans: In India, education loans (e.g., from SBI, HDFC Credila) are
common to fund studies abroad. Some banks in Australia offer international student
loans but usually require an Australian permanent resident as guarantor.

Working While Studying

International students in Australia can work part-time during studies and full-time
during breaks, under conditions:

e Work Rights: Student visa holders can work up to 48 hours per fortnight (24 hours
per week) during course sessions and unlimited hours during scheduled breaks.
These limits were temporarily relaxed (allowing unlimited work hours) until June 30,
2023, but have now reverted to standard limits.

e Internships/Placements: If your program includes a mandatory professional
placement, this may not count toward your work hour limit if it's a registered part of
your course.

e Wage: Minimum wage is A$23.23/hour as of July 2023 (higher for casual workers
who receive ~25% loading but no paid leave).

e Tax File Number (TFN): To work, you need an Australian TFN (apply online
through the Australian Taxation Office).

Working can help cover expenses and gain experience, but balancing work and
study is important.
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Post-Graduation Work Rights & Immigration

e Temporary Graduate Visa (Subclass 485):. After completing an eligible
qualification (at least 2 years of study), you can apply for a Post-Study Work stream
visa. Duration depends on the level of qualification: Bachelor's degree (2 years),
Bachelor's with Honours/Master's by coursework (3 years), Master's by research (4
years), or Doctoral degree (6 years). This allows full working rights in any
occupation.

e Points-based Skilled Migration: With Australian qualifications and work
experience, you may qualify for permanent residence through the General Skilled
Migration program (subclasses 189, 190, or 491). Points are awarded for age, English
proficiency, work experience, qualifications, and other factors.

e State/Territory Nomination: Many states prioritize international graduates for
their nomination programs. For example, Victoria's Skilled Migration program often
has pathways for recent graduates in areas of skills shortage. NSW has the NSwW
Skilled Work Regional visa nomination for international graduates from regional
universities.

e Government Policies: The Australian government periodically reviews migration
settings and pathways for international students. Recent updates include regional
incentives (additional points for studying in regional areas and longer post-study
work rights) and expanded work rights during study for certain fields.

Key updates: From July 2023, post-study work rights were increased for graduates
with higher qualifications (Master's by research now get 4 years, up from 3; PhD
graduates get 6 years, up from 4). The Department of Home Affairs has also
strengthened the Genuine Student requirements in mid-2024 to ensure visa
applicants genuinely intend to study rather than just work.

State Policies & Updates

e New South Wales: NSW continues to offer nomination pathways for skilled
graduates, particularly in designated regional areas where additional points and
incentives apply.

e Victoria: Melbourne remains Australia’'s second-largest destination for
international students. Victoria offers state nomination for skilled graduates in
occupations on their shortage list.

¢ Queensland: The state offers additional post-study support through programs like
the Queensland International Student Advisory Panel and maintains regional bonus
points for graduates from institutions outside Brisbane.
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e Federal: The Department of Home Affairs periodically reviews student visa and
post-study work arrangements. Current policy encourages study in regional areas
(anywhere outside Sydney, Melbourne, and Brisbane) with additional post-study
work rights (1-2 extra years).

Stay informed via the Department of Home Affairs and state/territory migration
websites.

Life in Australia

Climate and Safety
Australia is geographically vast, with diverse climates:

e Climate: Australia has generally warm weather, but varies by region. Northern
areas (Brisbane, Darwin) are tropical (hot, humid summers ~30-35°C, mild winters
~20-25°C); southern cities (Melbourne, Hobart) have cooler temperatures (summers
~25°C, winters ~10-15°C); interior regions can be extremely hot (40°C+) in summer.
Sydney and Perth enjoy Mediterranean-like climate with warm, dry summers and
mild winters.

e Safety: Australia is generally very safe. Crime rates are low by world standards,
and it ranks highly on peace and personal safety indices. Still, take normal
precautions (lock doors, be aware at night, practice sun and water safety).

Multiculturalism

e Diversity: Major cities are extremely multicultural. Sydney, Melbourne and
Brisbane have large Indian and South Asian communities. Cultural festivals (Diwali,
Holi), Indian grocery stores, and temples are common in big cities. Learning and
adapting to Australian norms (casual communication style, punctuality, etc.) helps
integration.

e Language: English is the national language. While Australian English has its own
slang and accent, it's easily understood by speakers of other English varieties with a
little adjustment.

Housing

e On-Campus: Many universities offer student accommodation. These can be
convenient (furnished, utilities included) but often cost A$250-450 per week. Apply
early for campus housing as places fill quickly.

e Off-Campus: Rental market can be competitive in major cities. Use university
housing services, local websites (Domain, realestate.com.au), or services like
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Flatmates.com.au. A shared apartment in a city like Sydney or Melbourne might cost
A$250-400 per week per student. Adelaide, Perth and regional cities are cheaper.

e Utilities: Often not included in rent (~A$20-50/week). Internet ~A$60-80/month,
electricity ~A$100-150/quarter.

Public Transport

e Cities: Major cities have extensive public transit (buses, trains, trams/light rail). A
weekly student transit pass costs roughly A$30-50 depending on the city.

e Intercity: Regional trains and buses connect cities, but distances make flying
more practical between states (flights often A$150-300 one-way).

Banking and Mobile

e Banking: You can open an Australian bank account before arrival (online) or upon
arrival. Major banks (Commonwealth Bank, ANZ, Westpac, NAB) offer student
accounts with no or low monthly fees. Required: passport, student visa, address in
Australia. Credit history starts fresh, so a debit card is typically issued first.

e Mobile Phones: Plans are relatively affordable. Major carriers (Telstra, Optus,
Vodafone) and smaller providers (Boost, Amaysim, Kogan) offer prepaid SIMs and
monthly plans. Expect ~A$20-40/month for calls/text and moderate data (20-40
GB). Prepaid SIM cards can be bought at airports or city shops; no credit check
required.

Health Insurance

Australia requires international students to have Overseas Student Health Cover
(OSHC):

e OSHC: All student visa holders must have OSHC for the duration of their visa. This
covers doctor visits, hospital treatment, ambulance (in most states), and some
prescription medicines. Providers include Medibank, Bupa, nib, Allianz, and others.
Costs around A$500-700 per year for a single student.

e Coverage: OSHC does not cover dental, optical, or physiotherapy services.
Additional insurance can be purchased for these services.

e Medicare: Students from countries with reciprocal healthcare agreements
(Belgium, Finland, Italy, Malta, Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Ireland,
Slovenia, Sweden, and the United Kingdom) may be eligible for Medicare
(Australia’s public healthcare system) and can apply for Medicare cards upon
arrival.
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Student Support and Wellness

e Counselling Services: Australian campuses provide free or low-cost mental health
counselling to all students. International students can seek help confidentially
through university counselling centers.

e Mental Health Resources: Organizations like Beyond Blue and Headspace offer
resources for international students. Many universities have dedicated international
student support offices that provide orientation, cultural adjustment assistance, and
ongoing support.

e Academic Support: Most institutions have study skills centers, language support,
tutoring, and academic advisors. Many universities offer pre-semester orientation
programs specifically for international students to help them adjust to the Australian
academic system.

e Legal Rights: International students have specific rights protected under the
Education Services for Overseas Students (ESOS) Act. This includes access to
support services, accurate information about courses, and proper complaint
handling procedures.
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