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Why Study in France 

France offers world-class higher education with several institutions ranking among 
global leaders: for example, Université PSL (Paris Sciences & Lettres) ranks #26, 
École Polytechnique #48, and Sorbonne University #64 in the QS World University 
Rankings 2025. The French education system is known for its academic excellence 
and innovation, particularly in mathematics, engineering, business, arts, and 
humanities, with degrees that are highly respected worldwide. 

France stands as Europe's third most popular destination for international students, 
with affordable tuition fees at public universities (typically €2,770-3,770 per year for 
non-EU students) that are heavily subsidized by the French government. The country 
is renowned for its safety and welcoming atmosphere – ranked 65th in the 2024 
Global Peace Index – with a rich multicultural society and approximately 12.8% of 
the population born outside France. 

Furthermore, France offers attractive post-study work options through the 
"recherche d'emploi/création d'entreprise" residence permit (allowing graduates to 
stay for 1-4 years), strong employment prospects in multinational companies, and 
pathways to permanent residency. These factors – combined with universal 
healthcare access, exceptional public transportation, rich cultural heritage, and 
outstanding quality of life – make France an increasingly popular destination for 
Indian students seeking a European education experience. 

Overview of the French Education System 

Degree Levels: 

France follows the Bologna process with three main levels of higher education: 

● Licence (Bachelor's): 3 years (180 ECTS credits) 
● Master's: 2 years (120 ECTS credits) 
● Doctorate (PhD): 3-4 years 

Types of Higher Education Institutions: 

● Universities (Universités): Public institutions offering a wide range of 
academic disciplines with a theoretical approach. Open to all students with a 
high school diploma or equivalent. 

● Grandes Écoles: Highly selective and prestigious institutions specializing in 
business, engineering, political science, or public administration. Admission 
typically requires preparatory classes (classes préparatoires or CPGE) and 
competitive entrance exams. 
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● Specialized Schools (Écoles Spécialisées): Focus on specific fields like art, 
architecture, fashion, culinary arts, hospitality, etc. 

● Institutes of Technology (IUTs): Offer two-year technical degrees (DUT) with a 
practical approach. 

● Schools of Engineering (Écoles d'Ingénieurs): Specialized in engineering fields 
with strong industry connections. 

● Business Schools (Écoles de Commerce): Focus on management, finance, 
marketing, and international business. 

Academic Calendar: 

The French academic year is divided into two semesters: 

● First Semester: September/October to January 
● Second Semester: January/February to May/June 
● Holidays: Two-week Christmas break, one-week winter break (February), and 

one-week spring break (April) 

Language of Instruction: 

● Traditionally, most programs are taught in French 
● Increasing number of English-taught programs (over 1,700 as of 2024), 

especially at the Master's and Doctoral levels 
● International students are encouraged to learn French for better integration 

Top Universities and Grandes Écoles 

Top Universities: 

● Université PSL (Paris Sciences & Lettres) - multidisciplinary excellence 
● Sorbonne University - comprehensive with strengths in humanities and 

sciences 
● Université Paris-Saclay - science and technology powerhouse 
● University of Paris (Université de Paris) - formed from merger of Paris 

Descartes and Paris Diderot 
● Grenoble Alpes University - strong in science and technology 
● Aix-Marseille University - largest French university 
● University of Strasbourg - excellence in life sciences 
● University of Bordeaux - strong medical and science programs 
● University of Lyon - distinguished in multiple disciplines 
● University of Montpellier - one of the oldest universities in the world 
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Top Grandes Écoles: 

● École Polytechnique - premier engineering school 
● HEC Paris - leading business school 
● Sciences Po Paris - specializing in political sciences and international 

relations 
● École Normale Supérieure (ENS) - elite institution for academia and research 
● ESSEC Business School - prestigious business education 
● CentraleSupélec - top engineering school 
● École des Ponts ParisTech - engineering excellence 
● ESCP Business School - oldest business school in the world 
● ENSAE Paris - specializing in statistics, economics, finance, and actuarial 

science 
● Institut Mines-Télécom - network of engineering and management schools 

Specialized Institutions: 

● École Nationale Supérieure des Beaux-Arts - fine arts 
● Institut National des Sciences Appliquées (INSA) - applied sciences and 

engineering 
● École Nationale Supérieure d'Architecture - architecture 
● École Hôtelière de Lausanne (EHL) Paris - hospitality management 
● Le Cordon Bleu - culinary arts 
● ESMOD - fashion design 
● ISAE-SUPAERO - aerospace engineering 
● AgroParisTech - life sciences and agriculture 
● Paris School of Economics - economics 

Application Process 

Undergraduate Admission 

India students typically apply through the following procedures: 

● For Public Universities: 
○ Etudes en France procedure: Indian students must use the "Etudes en 

France" platform managed by Campus France. This is mandatory for 
Indian applicants and serves as both a university application and 
pre-visa approval system. 

○ The platform opens approximately 12-15 months before the intended 
start date. For a September intake, applications typically open in 
October-November of the previous year. 

○ DAP procedure (Demande d'Admission Préalable): Required for 
first-year bachelor's programs if applying from outside France. 
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Deadline is typically between December 1 - January 15 for September 
intake. 

● Eligibility: Indian 12th standard certificate (CBSE, ISC, State Board, IB) with 
strong grades (typically 70%+ for consideration). Some programs may 
require: 

○ Science stream for science/engineering programs 
○ 12th grade subjects relevant to intended program of study 
○ Entrance exams for certain fields 

● For Grandes Écoles and Specialized Schools: 
○ Direct application to the institution (each has its own portal and 

requirements) 
○ Often requires entrance exams, interviews, and portfolio (for 

art/design schools) 
○ For engineering and business schools, many participate in joint 

application systems like "Concours Communs" for engineering or "Join 
a School in France" for business schools 

Graduate Admission 

For Master's and doctoral programs: 

● Eligibility: Indian Bachelor's degree (minimum 3 years) with good academic 
standing. For competitive programs, typically 65-70% average or equivalent 
is expected, though requirements vary by institution and program. 

● Application Process: 
○ Campus France platform for public universities (Etudes en France 

procedure) 
○ Direct application for Grandes Écoles and specialized schools 
○ For doctoral studies, candidates must first find a thesis supervisor and 

research unit before formal application 
● Required Documents: 

○ Completed application form 
○ Bachelor's degree and transcripts (translated into French or English) 
○ Language proficiency certificates (French and/or English) 
○ CV/Resume 
○ Motivation letter/Statement of purpose 
○ Letters of recommendation (typically 2-3) 
○ Research proposal (for PhD applications) 
○ Portfolio (for art/design programs) 

● Application Timeline: 
○ For September intake, applications typically open between November 

and March 
○ Deadlines vary by institution but generally fall between February and 

May 
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○ For January intake (less common), deadlines are typically in 
October-November 

○ Highly competitive programs often have earlier deadlines 

Entrance Exams & Language Tests 

● French Language Tests: 
○ TCF (Test de Connaissance du Français): Often required for university 

admission, valid for 2 years 
○ DELF (Diplôme d'Études en Langue Française): B2 level generally 

required for French-taught programs 
○ DALF (Diplôme Approfondi de Langue Française): C1/C2 levels for 

advanced studies 
○ Required levels typically range from B1 (minimum) to C1 depending on 

the program 
● English Language Tests (for English-taught programs): 

○ IELTS Academic: Usually 6.0-6.5 minimum 
○ TOEFL iBT: Typically 80-90 minimum 
○ TOEIC: Some business schools accept this (minimum scores vary) 
○ Cambridge English: Usually B2 First or C1 Advanced accepted 

● Other Entrance Exams: 
○ GMAT: Required for most MBA and some Master's in Management 

programs (competitive scores: 600+) 
○ GRE: Sometimes required for specialized Master's programs 
○ Specific entrance exams: Many Grandes Écoles have their own 

entrance examinations 

Equivalency of Indian Education 

● Bachelor's Degree: A standard Indian 3-year Bachelor's degree is generally 
recognized as equivalent to the French Licence for Master's admission 
purposes. However, some programs might prefer 4-year degrees for certain 
technical fields. 

● 12th Standard: Indian 12th standard (CBSE, ISC, State Boards) is generally 
considered equivalent to the French Baccalauréat for undergraduate 
admission, though some programs may require a foundation year or 
preparatory courses. 

● Credential Evaluation: French institutions typically evaluate foreign 
credentials internally or through Campus France. ENIC-NARIC may provide 
certificate of comparability if requested. 
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Required Documentation 

Indian students typically need to prepare: 

● Academic documents: 
○ For undergraduates: 10th and 12th grade certificates and mark sheets 
○ For graduates: All semester mark sheets, degree 

certificate/provisional certificate 
○ Official French or English translations by authorized translators 

● Identification: 
○ Valid passport (minimum validity of 15 months from intended arrival 

date) 
○ Passport-sized photos meeting French specifications 

● Financial documents: 
○ Proof of sufficient funds (minimum €615/month for the academic year, 

totaling €7,380 for a year) 
○ Bank statements covering recent 3-6 months 
○ Scholarship award letters (if applicable) 
○ Bank loan documents (if applicable) 

● Campus France and visa requirements: 
○ Campus France application confirmation 
○ Visa application forms 
○ Proof of accommodation or plan for finding housing 
○ Civil liability insurance 
○ Medical certificate (if required) 

● Language proficiency: 
○ French language certification (for French-taught programs) 
○ English language certification (for English-taught programs) 

● Additional program-specific requirements: 
○ CV/Resume 
○ Motivation letter 
○ Letters of recommendation 
○ Portfolio (for art/design programs) 
○ Research proposal (for PhD applicants) 

Visa and Student Visa Process (India) 

The student visa process for Indian students involves several steps: 

1. Campus France Registration: 
○ Create an account on the Etudes en France platform 
○ Complete academic project and submit institutional preferences 
○ Pay Campus France fees (approximately ₹17,600 as of 2024) 
○ Upload required documents 
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○ Schedule and attend a Campus France interview 
2. Campus France Interview: 

○ Verify documents 
○ Discuss study plans, academic background, and motivation 
○ Assess French language skills (if applicable) 
○ Demonstrate financial capability 
○ Receive Campus France clearance (prerequisite for visa application) 

3. Visa Application: 
○ After receiving Campus France approval and university acceptance: 
○ Create account on France-Visas website (france-visas.gouv.fr) 
○ Complete online application for long-stay student visa 
○ Schedule appointment at VFS Global center 
○ Submit application with required documents: 

■ Passport 
■ Acceptance letter from French institution 
■ Campus France approval 
■ Proof of financial resources 
■ Accommodation details (if available) 
■ Health insurance 
■ Visa fee payment receipt (approximately ₹8,700 as of 2024) 

4. Timeline and Processing: 
○ Campus France process: 2-3 weeks (can be longer during peak 

seasons) 
○ Visa processing: 2-3 weeks (after Campus France approval) 
○ Recommended to start the entire process at least 4-5 months before 

intended departure 
5. Visa Types: 

○ Long-stay student visa (VLS-TS): Most common, valid for 1 year and 
serves as a residence permit for the first year 

○ Temporary long-stay visa (VLS-T): For programs less than 6 months, no 
possibility of extension 

○ Etudiant-Concours visa: For entrance examination purposes only 
6. Post-arrival procedures: 

○ Validate visa online within 3 months of arrival (ANEF platform) 
○ Register with OFII (French Immigration Office) 
○ Apply for residence permit (titre de séjour) before visa expiration if 

staying longer 

 

 

 
Prepared By: Team Topgrades         8 



 

Costs of Study and Living (2024-2025) 

Tuition Fees 

France introduced differentiated tuition fees for non-EU students in 2019, though 
rates remain lower than many English-speaking destinations: 

● Public Universities: 
○ Bachelor's (Licence): €2,770 per year for non-EU students 
○ Master's: €3,770 per year for non-EU students 
○ Doctorate (PhD): €380 per year (same as EU students) 
○ Engineering programs at public universities: €3,770 per year 

● Grandes Écoles and Private Institutions: 
○ Engineering Schools: €4,000-€12,000 per year 
○ Business Schools: €15,000-€30,000 per year 
○ Art and Design Schools: €6,000-€15,000 per year 
○ Specialized Schools: €5,000-€20,000 per year 

● Scholarships and Exemptions: 
○ Many universities offer partial or total exemptions from the 

differentiated fees 
○ Some universities still charge the same fees for all students (EU and 

non-EU) 

Living Expenses 

Costs vary significantly depending on the city: 

● Housing: 
○ Paris: €700-1,200 per month for a small studio apartment 
○ Other major cities (Lyon, Marseille, Bordeaux): €500-800 per month 
○ Smaller cities: €350-600 per month 
○ Student residences (CROUS): €250-500 per month (limited availability) 
○ Shared apartments (colocation): €400-700 per month in Paris; 

€300-500 in other cities 
● Food: €250-350 per month. University restaurants (RU) offer complete meals 

for approximately €3.30. 
● Transportation: 

○ Paris: Navigo pass €75.20/month (student discounts available) 
○ Other cities: €20-45/month for public transport passes (with student 

discounts) 
● Health Insurance: 

○ Basic public health insurance (Sécurité Sociale) is free for all students 
○ Complementary health insurance (Mutuelle) recommended: 

€100-300/year 
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● Mandatory Fees: 
○ CVEC (Student Life and Campus Contribution): €100 per academic 

year 
● Other Expenses: 

○ Internet and mobile: €30-50/month 
○ Books and supplies: €50-100/month 
○ Personal expenses: €100-200/month 

Average total monthly budget: 

● Paris: €1,200-1,500 
● Other major cities: €900-1,200 
● Smaller cities: €750-950 

Scholarships and Financial Aid 

France offers various scholarships for international students: 

● French Government Scholarships (Eiffel Excellence Scholarship Program): 
○ For Master's and PhD students 
○ Covers monthly allowance (€1,181), travel, insurance, and cultural 

activities 
○ Application through the French institution (not directly by student) 
○ Deadlines typically in January for programs starting in September 

● French Embassy Scholarships in India: 
○ Charpak Master's Scholarship Program 
○ Charpak Exchange Scholarship 
○ Raman-Charpak Fellowship (for doctoral students) 
○ Application deadlines typically between December and March 

● Institution-Specific Scholarships: 
○ Many universities and Grandes Écoles offer their own scholarships 
○ Application procedures and deadlines vary by institution 

● Regional Council Scholarships: 
○ Various French regions offer scholarships to attract international 

students 
○ Examples include Île-de-France (Paris region), Rhône-Alpes, PACA 

● Corporate and Foundation Scholarships: 
○ Companies like L'Oréal, Total, Renault, Michelin offer scholarships 
○ Fondation de France, Fondation Eiffel provide grants for specific fields 

● Co-Financed Programs: 
○ Joint scholarships between India and France (e.g., MOPGA - Make Our 

Planet Great Again) 
○ Industry-academia partnerships 

● Education Loans: 
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○ Indian banks (SBI, Bank of Baroda, Credila) offer education loans for 
studying in France 

○ French banks generally don't provide loans to international students 
without a guarantor in France 

Working While Studying 

International students in France have the right to work part-time during their 
studies: 

● Work Authorization: 
○ Student residence permit (including VLS-TS visa) allows work up to 964 

hours per year (approximately 20 hours per week during term time) 
○ No separate work permit required 
○ Full-time work permitted during scheduled university holidays (within 

the 964-hour annual limit) 
● Salary and Conditions: 

○ Minimum wage (SMIC): €11.65 gross per hour (as of May 2024) 
○ After-tax income approximately €9.30 per hour 
○ Maximum potential annual income from part-time work: 

approximately €8,960 
● Common Student Jobs: 

○ Food service (restaurants, cafés) 
○ Retail sales 
○ Childcare and tutoring 
○ Campus jobs (libraries, administrative offices) 
○ Tourism and hospitality 
○ Teaching English (particularly for native speakers) 

● Finding Work: 
○ University job boards and career centers 
○ CIDJ (Youth Information Centers) 
○ Websites: Jobaviz.fr (CROUS job platform for students), Indeed.fr, 

StudentJob.fr 
○ Local businesses (often prefer in-person applications) 

● Administrative Requirements: 
○ Social security number (automatically issued when registering for 

health insurance) 
○ French bank account 
○ Tax declaration required annually (even for small incomes) 

 

 
Prepared By: Team Topgrades         11 



 

Post-Study Work Visa & Immigration 

France offers several pathways for international graduates to remain after their 
studies: 

● Recherche d'emploi/Création d'entreprise Residence Permit: 
○ Available to graduates with at least a Master's degree (or equivalent) 
○ Valid for 1 year (renewable once for specific cases) 
○ Purpose: Job searching or business creation 
○ No work hour restrictions during this period 
○ Application must be made before student residence permit expires 

● Talent Passport: 
○ Multi-year residence permit (up to 4 years, renewable) 
○ Several categories relevant to graduates: 

■ Highly Skilled Worker: For positions requiring at least Master's 
degree with salary at least 1.5 times minimum wage 
(approximately €28,000/year) 

■ Innovative Business Creator: For entrepreneurs with innovative 
business projects 

■ New Business: For entrepreneurs investing at least €30,000 
■ Researcher/Scientist: For research positions at universities or 

companies 
● Employee Residence Permit: 

○ For graduates who have found employment related to their field of 
study 

○ Salary must be at least 1.5 times minimum wage 
○ Initial validity 1-4 years, renewable 

● Long-term Residence: 
○ After 5 years of legal residence in France, possibility to apply for: 

■ Long-term EU residence card (Carte de résident de longue 
durée-UE) 

■ French citizenship (must demonstrate integration, including 
language skills) 

● Recent Policy Changes: 
○ France has strengthened its attractiveness to international talent 

through the 2019 immigration law 
○ Digitalization of procedures through the ANEF platform 
○ New pathways introduced for entrepreneurs and innovative startups 
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Life in France 

Climate and Safety 

● Climate: France has four distinct seasons with regional variations: 
○ Northern and Central France: Temperate climate with cool winters 

(0-7°C) and mild summers (15-25°C) 
○ Mediterranean Coast: Mild winters (8-12°C) and hot, dry summers 

(25-30°C) 
○ Mountain Regions (Alps, Pyrenees): Cold, snowy winters and cool 

summers 
○ Atlantic Coast: Mild but rainy, influenced by ocean currents 
○ Paris averages: Winter 3-8°C, Summer 15-25°C (occasionally reaching 

30-35°C) 
● Safety: France is generally safe, though standard urban precautions are 

advised. University cities have low crime rates and good security. The country 
has experienced terrorist incidents in recent years, leading to increased 
security measures. Universities and student areas are typically very safe. 

Multiculturalism 

● Diversity: France is highly multicultural, particularly in major cities. Paris, 
Lyon, Marseille, Toulouse, and other university cities have diverse 
international communities. 

● Indian Community: Growing Indian community (approximately 70,000), with 
significant populations in Paris, Lyon, Toulouse (aerospace industry), and 
university cities. Indian associations, cultural events, temples, and 
restaurants are available in major cities. 

● Language: While French is the official language and essential for daily life, 
English is increasingly spoken in academic settings, international companies, 
and tourist areas. Learning French greatly enhances the living experience 
and integration opportunities. 

Housing 

● University Residences (CROUS): 
○ Most affordable option (€250-500/month) 
○ Limited availability (priority to scholarship holders) 
○ Application through CROUS website after admission 
○ Simple furnished rooms, often with shared facilities 

● Private Student Residences: 
○ More expensive (€450-800/month) 
○ Better facilities (often include gym, laundry, common areas) 
○ Easier to secure but require reservation well in advance 
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● Shared Apartments (Colocation): 
○ Popular option among students 
○ Costs vary (€350-700/month depending on location) 
○ Find through websites: lacartedescolocs.fr, leboncoin.fr, 

appartager.com 
● Private Rentals: 

○ Studio apartments: €450-800+ (depending on city) 
○ Required documents: proof of income/financial guarantor, ID, 

enrollment certificate 
○ Security deposit (1-2 months' rent) and advance payment required 

● Housing Benefits (CAF): 
○ Students may qualify for housing assistance (APL or ALS) 
○ Can reduce rent by approximately 30-40% 
○ Apply through CAF website after securing accommodation 

Public Transport 

● City Networks: Excellent public transportation in all French cities: 
○ Paris: Metro, RER (suburban trains), buses, trams 
○ Lyon, Marseille, Lille: Metro systems 
○ Most cities: Extensive bus and tram networks 
○ Student discounts available on monthly/annual passes 

● Intercity Travel: 
○ Trains (SNCF): High-speed (TGV) and regional trains connect all major 

cities 
○ Discount passes: Carte Avantage Jeune (12-27 years) offers 30% 

discounts 
○ Low-cost options: BlaBlaCar (carpooling), FlixBus and BlaBlaBus 

(coaches) 
● Bicycle Sharing: Most French cities have affordable bike-sharing systems 

(Vélib in Paris, Vélo'v in Lyon, etc.) 

Banking and Mobile 

● Banking: 
○ Major banks: BNP Paribas, Société Générale, Crédit Agricole, Banque 

Populaire 
○ Online banks: Boursorama, Hello Bank, N26, Revolut 
○ Student accounts typically offer no monthly fees and sometimes 

welcome bonuses 
○ Required documents: passport, residence permit/visa, enrollment 

certificate, proof of address 
○ Account opening generally free; debit card €20-40/year (often waived 

for students) 
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● Mobile Services: 
○ Major operators: Orange, SFR, Bouygues Telecom, Free Mobile 
○ Budget options: NRJ Mobile, La Poste Mobile, RED by SFR 
○ Prepaid plans available without commitment 
○ Typical student plan: €10-20/month for calls, texts, and data 

(50GB-100GB) 
○ Documents needed: ID, French bank account (for subscriptions), proof 

of address 

Health Insurance 

● Healthcare System: 
○ France has universal healthcare coverage 
○ Students automatically enrolled in national health insurance (Sécurité 

Sociale) 
○ Free basic coverage for all students (covers approximately 70% of 

medical costs) 
● Registration Process: 

○ Register on etudiant-etranger.ameli.fr after arrival 
○ Required documents: passport, residence permit, enrollment 

certificate, bank details, birth certificate 
○ Receive permanent social security number 

● Complementary Insurance: 
○ "Mutuelle" provides additional coverage for remaining 30% of costs 
○ Student-specific options cost €100-300/year 
○ Popular providers: LMDE, SMEREP, HEYME, Alan 

● Medical Consultations: 
○ General practitioner: €25 (partially reimbursed) 
○ Specialists: €30-60 (partially reimbursed) 
○ Most medications prescribed by doctors are partially covered 

Student Support and Wellness 

● University Services: 
○ International Relations Offices provide dedicated support for foreign 

students 
○ Orientation programs and integration events 
○ Administrative assistance with residence permits, housing, banking 
○ Academic support and tutoring services 

● CROUS Services: 
○ Housing assistance 
○ University restaurants (affordable meals) 
○ Social workers for personal issues 
○ Cultural activities and events 
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● Mental Health Support: 
○ University psychological services (often free for students) 
○ BAPU (Bureau d'Aide Psychologique Universitaire) in larger cities 
○ Nightline: peer-to-peer listening service in major university cities 

● Student Associations: 
○ ESN (Erasmus Student Network): activities for international students 
○ Subject-specific associations in each university 
○ Cultural and sports clubs 
○ Indian student associations in major universities 

● Language Support: 
○ Free or low-cost French courses for international students 
○ Language exchange programs (tandem learning) 
○ FLE (Français Langue Étrangère) centers on most campuses 
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