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Student Visa Guide Germany

Essential Information for International Students

TYPES OF GERMAN STUDENT VISAS
1. Student Applicant Visa (Visum zur Studienbewerbung)

o Purpose: For prospective students still seeking admission to a German
university

o Duration: Up to 3 months, extendable to 6 months

o Requirements: Evidence of application to German universities, proof of
financial means

o Key Feature: Allows you to attend entrance exams and complete
admission procedures in Germany

2. Student Visa (Visum zu Studienzwecken)

o Purpose: For students already accepted info a German university
program

o Duration: Usually 3 months initially, to be converted to a residence permit
in Germany

o Requirements: University admission letter, financial proof, health
insurance

o Key Feature: Must be converted to a residence permit after arrival in
Germany

3. Language Course Visa

o Purpose: For students attending intensive German language courses

o Duration: Matches the length of the language course (usually up to 12
months)

o Requirements: Registration in an intensive language course (at least 18
hours per week)

o Key Feature: Not automatically convertible to a student residence permit
unless further requirements are met

4. Student Residence Permit (Aufenthaltserlaubnis zu Studienzwecken)
o Purpose: Long-term permit for completing university studies in Germany
o Duration: Issued for 1-2 years at a time, renewable until completion of
studies
o Requirements: University enrollment, proof of financial means, health
insurance
o Work Rights: Up to 120 full days or 240 half days per year

5. Job Seeking Residence Permit

Purpose: Allows graduates to look for employment in Germany
Duration: Up to 18 months after graduation

Requirements: Successful completion of a German degree
Work Rights: Unrestricted work permission during this period

O O O O
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ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS
To qualify for a German Student Visa, you must:

1. Have university admission or application documentation
o Acceptance letter (Zulassungsbescheid) from a German institution or
o Documentation showing you're in the application process (for applicant
visa)
o For language courses: confirmation of registration in an intensive course

2. Meet financial requirements
o Demonstrate access to approximately €11,208 per year (amount as of
2025)

o Options to prove financial capacity:
m Blocked account (Sperrkonto) with the full annual amount
m Scholarship confirmation letter
m Parent/guardian’s financial guarantee (Verpflichtungserklarung)
m Bank statements showing consistent funds for at least 3 months

3. Health insurance coverage
o Public German health insurance (approximately €120 per month)
o EU health insurance card (for EU students)
o Recognized private health insurance that meets German requirements

4. German language proficiency
o Usually B1-B2 level for programs taught in German
o Language requirements may be waived for English-taught programs
o Some universities require TestDaF or DSH certification

5. Academic requirements
o High school diploma equivalent to German Abitur
o Some applicants may need to attend Studienkolleg (preparatory college)
o Previous university credits may be recognized depending on the
institution

6. Valid passport
o Valid for at least the duration of your intended stay
o At least two empty pages for visa stamps

APPLICATION PROCESS

Step-by-Step Guide
1. University application and admission
o Apply directly to German universities or through uni-assist
o Receive either direct admission or conditional admission
o Accept the offer formally as required by the institution
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2.

Prepare documents for visa application
o University admission letter or application confirmation
Completed visa application form
Passport-sized biometric photos
Valid passport
Proof of financial resources (blocked account statement, scholarship
confirmation, etc.)
Health insurance confirmation
Academic certificates and transcripts (authenticated/apostilled)
o Proof of German language skills or English proficiency for English
programs
o Motivation letter explaining study plans
o CV/resume

o O O O

o O

Visa application submission
o Book an appointment at the German embassy/consulate in your home
country
o Submit all required documents in person
o Pay the visa application fee (approximately €75)
o Provide biometric data (fingerprints) if required

Wait for processing
o Processing times vary from 2-6 weeks depending on country and season
o Do not make non-refundable travel arrangements until visa is approved
o Respond promptly to any additional document requests

Receive visa decision
o If approved, pick up your visa from the embassy/consulate
o Check all details on the visa sticker for accuracy

After arrival in Germany
o Register your address at the local registration office
(Einwohnermeldeamt) within 14 days
o Apply for the residence permit at the foreigners’ office
(Auslanderbehorde) before visa expires
o Open a German bank account
o Enroll at your university

MAINTAINING STATUS & COMPLIANCE

Residence Permit Requirements
As a student residence permit holder, you must:

Remain enrolled at your educational institution

Make satisfactory academic progress (usually minimum 60% of standard credits)
Maintain sufficient funds for living expenses

Maintain valid health insurance coverage
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e Not exceed permitted working hours (120 days/year)

e Renew your residence permit before it expires

e Report any changes in circumstances to the Auslanderbehorde (address,
university, etc.)

e Not exceed 6 months of absence from Germany during your studies

Work Opportunities
e During semester:
o Up to 120 full days or 240 half days per year
o "Student assistant” jobs (HiWi) at universities have no hour restrictions
o No time limits for mandatory internships that are part of your curriculum
e During semester breaks:
o Hours worked during breaks count toward the 120/240 day annual limit
o Full-time work permitted within these limits
e Post-Study Work Rights:
o 18-month job-seeking permit after graduation
o Unrestricted work permission during this period
o EU Blue Card option for those who find qualified employment

Academic Requirements
e Regular attendance at courses and examinations
e Pass examinations within reasonable timeframe
e Complete degree within standard period plus 3-4 semesters
e Progress reports may be required for residence permit renewals

HEALTHCARE & INSURANCE
Health Insurance Requirements
e Public Health Insurance (Gesetzliche Krankenversicherung)
o Mandatory for students under 30 years of age
o Costs approximately €110-120 per month
o Major providers: TK, AOK, DAK, Barmer
o Comprehensive coverage including doctor visits, hospital stays, basic
dental

e Private Health Insurance (Private Krankenversicherung)

Option for students over 30 or in special cases

Must meet minimum coverage requirements for student residence permits
Usually cheaper for older students but with more limited coverage

Must be approved by the Ausldanderbehorde

o O O O

e EU Students:
o Can use European Health Insurance Card (EHIC)
o Must register with a German health insurance provider using EHIC

Healthcare System Navigation
e Finding Doctors:
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o General practitioners (Hausarzt) for routine care
o Specialists (Facharzt) typically require referrals
o University health services available at most institutions

e Emergency Care:
o Emergency rooms (Notaufnahme) at hospitals
o Medical emergency number: 112
o Non-emergency medical assistance: 116 117

LIVING IN GERMANY
Accommodation Options
e Student Dormitories (Studentenwohnheim):
Most affordable option (€200-350 per month)
Managed by Studierendenwerk (student services)
High demand requires early application (6-12 months in advance)
Usually furnished with shared kitchen and sometimes bathroom

o

O O O

e Shared Apartments (Wohngemeinschaft/WG):
o Popular among students (€300-500 per month depending on city)
o Private bedroom with shared common areas
o Find through websites like WG-Gesucht.de, Immobilienscout24.de
O

e Private Apartments (Einzimmerwohnung/Studio):

More expensive option (€400-900+ depending on city)

Usually unfurnished

Requires security deposit (typically 2-3 months’ rent)

Additional costs for utilities (Nebenkosten)

o O O O

Transportation
e Public Transport:
o Excellent network of buses, trams, U-Bahn (subway), and S-Bahn (city
trains)
o Semester ticket included in university enrollment fees in most cities
(€£100-300 per semester)
o Discounted regional and national travel with BahnCard for students
e Cycling:
o Bicycle-friendly infrastructure in most cities
o Used bicycles available from €50-200
o Registration recommended for theft protection

Banking & Finance
e Student Bank Accounts:
o Free accounts available at most German banks
o Major banks: Deutsche Bank, Commerzbank, Sparkasse, DKB
o Online banks: N26, ING, Comdirect
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o Required documents: passport, visa/residence permit, student ID,
registration certificate

Cost of Living:
o Average monthly expenses (excluding tuition):

m Rent: €300-700
Food: €200-300
Health insurance: €110-120
Public transportation: €30-90
Study materials: €30-50
Internet/phone: €30-50
Leisure activities: €50-150
Total: €750-1,400 per month depending on city

GERMAN EDUCATION SYSTEM
University Types
e Public Universities (Universitat):
o Research-oriented education
o Wide range of academic disciplines
o Minimal or no tuition fees (only semester contribution of €150-350)
e Universities of Applied Sciences (Fachhochschule/FH):
o Practice-oriented education
o Strong industry connections
o Shorter internship periods
o Minimal or no tuition fees
e Dual System Universities:
o Combine academic study with practical work experience
o Usuadlly partnered with specific companies
o Often includes salary during work phases

Academic Calendar & Structure

e Semester System:
o Winter semester: October to March (lectures usually Oct-Feb)
o Summer semester: April to September (lectures usually Apr-Jul)
o Examination periods at end of each lecture period

e Degree Structure:
o Bachelor's: 6-8 semesters (3-4 years)
o Master's: 2-4 semesters (1-2 years)
o Doctorate/PhD: 3-5 years (individual research timeline)

e Credit System:
o European Credit Transfer System (ECTS)
o Bachelor's programs: 180-240 ECTS
o Master's programs: 60-120 ECTS
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CULTURAL ADAPTATION

German Culture

Punctuality is highly valued in all aspects of life

Direct communication style might seem blunt but is considered honest
Environmental consciousness (recycling, energy conservation)

Strong work-life balance with respect for free time

"Du" (informal) vs. "Sie"” (formal) address - use Sie with professors and officials

Academic Culture
e Independent learning expectation
e Less structured than many international systems
e "Academic quarter” (c.t. - cum tempore) means classes start 15 minutes after
listed time
e Active participation in seminars expected
e Addressing professors with proper titles important

Integration Tips

e Attend university orientation programs
Join university sports groups (Hochschulsport)
Participate in language tandems for practice
Get involved with international student organizations
Explore German Stammtisch (regular social gatherings)

HELPFUL RESOURCES
Official Resources
e DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service): www.daad.de/en
e Study in Germany: www.study-in-germany.de
e Federal Foreign Office: www.auswaertiges-amt.de
e German Missions Abroad:
www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/about/abroad/german-missions

Student Support Services
e International Offices at universities (Akademisches Auslandsamt)
e Student services organization (Studierendenwerk)
e University language centers

Emergency Contacts

Police: 110

Fire/Ambulance: 112

Medical on-call service: 116 117

Crisis hotline in English: 030-44 01 06 07

Note: This guide is for informational purposes only. Requirements and procedures may
change over time. Always verify current information with official sources before
proceeding with your application.

Last Updated: May 2025
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