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Why Study in Germany

Germany boasts world-class universities with strong global rankings: for example,
Technical University of Munich ranks #37, Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich
#59, and Heidelberg University #65 in the QS World University Rankings 2025.
German education is renowned for its high quality, with degrees recognized
worldwide and exceptional research opportunities, particularly in engineering,
science, and technology. Germany's appeal is enhanced by its tuition-free public
university education (with only modest semester fees) for international students in
most federal states.

Germany is also known for its safety and stability - ranked as the 15th most
peaceful country in the 2024 Global Peace Index - and offers a multicultural,
welcoming society with 14.8% of the population born outside Germany. Most
significantly, Germany's robust post-study work opportunities and immigration
pathways (including the 18-month job seeker visa, EU Blue Card, and various work
permits) make it extremely attractive for long-term prospects. These factors -
combined with excellent healthcare, public transportation, high living standards, and
rich cultural heritage - explain why Germany has become a leading destination for
Indian students.

Overview of the German Education System

Degree Levels:
Germany follows the Bologna system with three main degree levels:

e Bachelor's degrees: 3-4 years (6-8 semesters)
e Master's degrees: 1-2 years (2-4 semesters)
e Doctoral degrees (PhD): 3-5 years

Types of Higher Education Institutions:

e Universities (Universitaten): Research-oriented academic institutions
offering the full range of academic disciplines and doctoral degrees.

e Universities of Applied Sciences (Fachhochschulen/FH): Focus on
practice-oriented education in fields like engineering, business, social work,
design, and applied sciences. They typically have stronger industry
connections but traditionally couldn't award doctoral degrees.

e Colleges of Art, Film and Music (Kunst-, Film- und Musikhochschulen):
Specialized institutions for creative and performing arts.

e Dual Education Institutions: Combine academic studies with practical
training in a company (e.g., Baden-Wurttemberg Cooperative State
University/DHBW).
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Language of Instruction:

e German-taught programs: Traditional programs requiring German
proficiency (usually B2/C1 level).

e English-taught programs: Increasingly common, especially at the Master’s
level and in international programs.

Academic Calendar:
The German academic year consists of two semesters:

e Winter Semester (Wintersemester): October to March

e Summer Semester (Sommersemester): April to September Each semester
includes lecture periods (usually 14-16 weeks) and non-lecture periods for
exams, internships, or research.

Top Universities and Universities of Applied
Sciences

Top Universities in Germany:

e Technical University of Munich (TUM): Leading in engineering, natural
sciences

e Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich (LMU): Comprehensive university
excelling in humanities and sciences

e Heidelberg University: Germany's oldest university, strong in medicine and

sciences

Humboldt University of Berlin: Renowned for humanities and social sciences

Free University of Berlin: Strong international focus

RWTH Aachen University: Excellence in engineering and technology

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT): Leading technical university

University of Gottingen: Traditional research university

TU Berlin: Strong in engineering and computer science

University of Freiburg: Excellence in medical research

Top Universities of Applied Sciences:

Hochschule Miinchen (Munich University of Applied Sciences)
Frankfurt University of Applied Sciences

Hamburg University of Applied Sciences

Berlin University of Applied Sciences (HTW Berlin)

Cologne University of Applied Sciences

Esslingen University of Applied Sciences
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e Karlsruhe University of Applied Sciences
e Deggendorf Institute of Technology
e Aachen University of Applied Sciences
e Darmstadt University of Applied Sciences

Technical Universities with Strong Engineering Focus:

Technical University of Munich
RWTH Aachen University
Technical University of Berlin
Technical University of Darmstadt
Technical University of Dresden

Application Process

Undergraduate Admission

Indian students apply through different channels depending on the university and
program:

e Eligibility: Indian students with a Class XII certificate (CBSE, ICSE, State
Board, or IB) typically need to complete a preparatory year (Studienkolleg)
before entering a Bachelor's program, unless they have completed at least
one yedr of a Bachelor's degree in India. Exceptions exist for IB diploma
holders and some state boards with particularly high marks.

e Application Options:

o Direct university application: Some universities accept direct
applications through their own portals

o uni-assist: Centralized service that evaluates international credentials
for many German universities

o Hochschulstart.de: For medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and veterinary
medicine programs

e Application Timeline: For Winter Semester (October start), application
deadlines typically fall between May 15 and July 15. For Summer Semester
(April start), deadlines are usually between December 15 and January 15.
Applications should be started 4-6 months before these deadlines.

e Numerus Clausus (NC): Many programs have grade requirements or
restricted admission due to limited places. International applicants are
typically allocated a specific quota of available places.

e Entrance Exams: Some programs require entrance exams or aptitude tests.
For Studienkolleg admission, students must take an entrance examination.
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Graduate Admission

For Master's and doctoral programs:

e Eligibility: Most German Master's programs require a relevant Bachelor's
degree (minimum 3 years) with good grades (typically equivalent to a
German 2.5-3.0 GPA or better, which translates to roughly 60-65% in most
Indian universities). Some competitive programs require higher grades
(70%+).

e Application Materials: Typically includes:

o

o

o O O O O O O O

Completed application form

Certified copies of degree certificates and transcripts (with German or
English translations)

Copy of passport

CV/resume

Letter of motivation/Statement of purpose

Letters of recommendation (usually 2-3)

Proof of language proficiency (German and/or English)
Portfolio (for art/design programs)

GRE/GMAT scores (for some business/management programs)
Research proposal (for PhD applications)

e Timeline: For Winter Semester, applications typically open in December and
close between March and June. For Summer Semester, applications open in
July and close between October and January. Highly competitive programs
often have earlier deadlines.

e Direct Doctoral Studies: In Germany, many doctoral students apply directly
to professors rather than through centralized admissions. This requires
identifying potential supervisors and contacting them with a research
proposal.

Entrance Exams & Language Tests

e German Language Tests:

o

TestDaF: Test Deutsch als Fremdsprache (Test of German as a Foreign
Language), scores from 3-5 in each section. Most universities require
TDN 4 or higher in all sections.

DSH: Deutsche Sprachprifung fir den Hochschulzugang (German
Language Examination for University Entrance) with levels DSH-1,
DSH-2, and DSH-3. Usually, DSH-2 is required for university admission.
Goethe-Zertifikat: B2, C1, or C2 certificates from the Goethe-Institut
are also accepted by most universities.

e English Language Tests (for English-taught programs):

o

o

IELTS Academic: Typically 6.0-6.5 overall (no band below 5.5-6.0)
TOEFL iBT: Usually 80-100 depending on the program

Prepared By: Team Topgrades 5



topgrades
abroad

o Cambridge English: Usually C1 Advanced or similar
e Other Exams:

o TestAS: A standardized aptitude test for foreign students, often
recommended but not always required

o GMAT: Common for MBA and some management programs (scores of
550-650+ typically expected)

o GRE: Required for some competitive Master's programs in engineering
or sciences

Equivalency of Indian Education

e School Education: Indian Class XII is generally not considered directly
equivalent to the German Abitur (university entrance qualification). Most
Indian students need to complete a preparatory course (Studienkolleg) and
pass the assessment exam (Feststellungsprifung) unless they have
completed at least one year of university education in India.

e Bachelor's Degrees: Indian three-year Bachelor's degrees are generally
recognized for Master's admission, though some programs may require a
four-year degree or additional qualifications, particularly in technical fields.

e Credential Evaluation: Most universities use the anabin database (an official
database of foreign educational credentials) to evaluate Indian
qualifications. Uni-assist also provides standardized credential evaluation
services for participating universities.

Required Documentation
Generally, you will need the following:

e Academic documents:
o For undergraduate: Class X and XII mark sheets and certificates
o For graduate: All semester mark sheets, degree certificate, or
provisional certificate
o German or English translations by certified translators
e Passport: Valid passport (with at least 1 year validity beyond intended
program start)
e Proof of financial resources: Currently €11,208 per year (as of 2024) through:
o Blocked account (Sperrkonto) at a German bank
o Scholarship award letter
o Parent's undertaking with bank statements (accepted by some
consulates)
o Bank loan documents
e Admission letter: Letter of admission (Zulassungsbescheid) or university
application confirmation (for visa application)
e Language proficiency: German and/or English language test certificates
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Motivation Letter/Study Plan: Clear explanation of why you want to study in
Germany and your specific program

CV/Resume: In chronological order showing educational and professional
background

Health insurance: Proof of health insurance coverage valid in Germany
Passport photos: Biometric photos meeting German specifications (35mm x
45mm)

Visa and Student Visa Process (India)

1.

University Application: First secure admission or application confirmation
from a German university.
Appointment: Schedule a student visa appointment at the German
consulate/embassy with jurisdiction over your residence area in India.
Appointments are often booked months in advance.
Documentation: Prepare the following documents:
Completed visa application form
Valid passport
Admission letter or university application confirmation
Proof of financial resources (blocked account statement showing
€11,208)
Academic certificates and transcripts
Language proficiency certificates
Health insurance (covering at least the first three months in Germany)
Motivation letter explaining study plans
Biometric photos

o Visa fee (approximately €75)
Interview: Attend the visa interview prepared to discuss your study plans,
chosen university and program, and plans after graduation.
Processing: Student visa processing from India currently takes about 4-12
weeks (varies by consulate and season).
Arrival: Upon approval, you'll receive a national visa (D-visa) valid for three
months. After arriving in Germany, you must register your address at the
local Resident Registration Office (Einwohnermeldeamt) and apply for a
residence permit at the Foreigners’ Authority (Auslanderbehorde).

o O O O

o O O O O

Costs of Study and Living (2024-2025)

Tuition Fees by State and Level

Most German public universities charge no tuition fees for all students (including
international students), regardless of nationality. Students only pay a semester

Prepared By: Team Topgrades 7



topgrades

abroad

contribution (Semesterbeitrag) of €150-350 per semester, which includes
administrative fees and often a public transportation ticket.

Exceptions:

Baden-Wiirttemberg: Charges €1,500 per semester for non-EU international
students (with many exemptions available)

Private Universities: Charge tuition fees ranging from €6,000-30,000 per
year

English-taught "International Programs”: Some may charge fees of
€1,500-10,000 per semester, even at public universities

Living Expenses

Total

Housing: The largest expense, varying significantly by city:
o Munich/Frankfurt: €600-900/month for a single room
o Berlin: €450-800/month for a single room
o Smaller cities (e.g., Leipzig, Dresden): €300-550/month for a single
room
o Student dormitories (Studentenwohnheim): €250-400/month (limited
availability)
Food: Approximately €200-300/month. University canteens (Mensa) offer
affordable meals (€3-5).
Health Insurance: Mandatory, approximately €110-120/month for students
under 30.
Transportation: Often included in the semester contribution. If not, monthly
passes cost €60-90 depending on the city.
Books & Supplies: €50-100/month depending on the field of study.
Personal Expenses: €100-200/month for leisure, mobile phone, internet, etc.

monthly living expenses: €850-1,200 (higher in expensive cities like Munich or

Frankfurt, lower in smaller cities).

Scholarships and Financial Aid

Germany offers various scholarship options for international students:

DAAD Scholarships: The German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) offers
numerous scholarships for international students at all levels. Options include:
Study Scholarships for Graduate Students

Research Grants for Doctoral Candidates

Short-Term Research Grants

Working Internships in Science and Engineering (WISE)

o O O O
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Erasmus+ Program: For exchange and degree students within European
mobility programs.

Excellence Scholarships: Individual universities offer merit-based
scholarships for outstanding students.

Deutschlandstipendium: Merit-based scholarship (€300/month) offered
through universities, available to international students after their first
semester.

Regional Government Scholarships: Some German states offer specific
scholarships for international students.

Foundation Scholarships: Various German foundations like Heinrich Ball,
Friedrich Ebert, Konrad Adenauer, and Alexander von Humboldt foundations
offer scholarships, often with specific regional or discipline focus.

Company Scholarships: Some German companies offer scholarships,
especially in fechnical and engineering fields.

Education Loans: In India, education loans from banks like SBI, HDFC, and
Credila are popular options for financing German education. Due to the
low/no tuition fees, the loan amounts are typically much lower than for other
study destinations.

Working While Studying

International students in Germany can work part-time during studies under these
conditions:

Work Limits: Non-EU students can work 120 full days or 240 half-days per
calendar year without additional approval. Working more requires permission
from the Federal Employment Agency and the Foreigners' Office.

Semester Break: Students can work full-fime during official semester breaks
within the 120-day limit.

Campus Jobs: No limitations for working as an academic assistant
(Wissenschaftliche Hilfskraft) at the university.

Mini-Jobs: Jobs paying up to €538/month have simplified taxation and are
popular among students.

Internships: Mandatory internships required by your study program don't
count foward the 120-day work limit.

Wages: The legal minimum wage is €12.41 per hour (as of 2024). Student jobs
typically pay €12-18 per hour depending on the field and location.

Tax ID: You'll need a German tax identification number
(Steueridentifikationsnummer) which you can obtain after registering your
address.

Working part-time can help offset living expenses, but students should not rely
solely on income from student jobs to finance their studies.
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Post-Study Work Visa & Immigration

Germany offers attractive post-study work options:

e Job Seeker Visa: After graduation, international students can apply for an
18-month job seeker visa to find employment related to their qualification.

e Work Permits: Once you find a suitable job:

o Regular Work Permit: For jobs related to your qualification

o EU Blue Card: For highly qualified professionals with a job offer
paying at least €46,530 per year (2024) or €36,400 in shortage
occupations

e Permanent Residence: International graduates from German universities
can apply for permanent residence after:

o 2years with a degree from a German university and appropriate
employment

o 21 months with an EU Blue Card and B1 German language skills

o 33 months with an EU Blue Card (without language skills)

e Recent Changes: Germany implemented the Skilled Immigration Act in 2020
and further enhanced it in 2023, making it easier for qualified professionals to
work in Germany. The requirements for the EU Blue Card have been
simplified, and the path to permanent residency has been streamlined for
university graduates.

Life in Germany

Climate and Safety

e Climate: Germany has a temperate seasonal climate:
o Mild summers (average 16-25°C, occasionally reaching 30-35°C)
o Cold winters (average -3 to 5°C, with snow common)
o Spring and autumn are mild with variable weather
o Northern Germany has oceanic influence (milder but wetter), while
southern regions have more continental climate (colder winters,
warmer summers)
e Safety: Germany ranks among the safest countries in the world with low
crime rates. Metropolitan areas like Berlin have typical urban safety concerns,
but violent crime is rare. University towns are typically very safe.

Multiculturalism

e Diversity: Germany is multicultural, especially in major cities. Berlin,
Frankfurt, and Munich have large international communities. There are
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established Indian communities in most university cities, with cultural
associations, temples, and events.

Indian Community: Approximately 190,000 Indians live in Germany, with the
largest communities in Munich, Frankfurt, Berlin, Hamburg, and the Ruhr
area. Indian restaurants, grocery stores, and cultural events are widely
available.

Language: While many Germans speak excellent English, especially in
academic and business environments, learning German significantly
enhances daily life experience and job opportunities.

Housing

Student Dormitories (Studentenwohnheim): Affordable (€250-400/month)
but high demand and waiting lists. Apply through the Studentenwerk (student
services organization) as early as possible.

Shared Apartments (Wohngemeinschaft or WG): Most popular option,
renting a room in a shared apartment (€300-600/month depending on city).
Find through websites like WG-Gesucht.de, Immobilienscout24.de, or
Facebook groups.

Private Apartments: More expensive (€500-1,000+/month for a studio
apartment) and often require a deposit of 2-3 months’ rent. Real estate
agents may charge a commission (Provision).

Temporary Housing: Youth hostels, temporary student housing, or Airbnb
can bridge the gap while searching for permanent housing after arrival.

Public Transport

City Networks: Excellent public transportation in all cities includes buses,
trams, metro/subway (U-Bahn), and suburban trains (S-Bahn). The semester
ticket (included in your semester contribution at most universities) provides
free public transport in your city/region.

Intercity Travel: Extensive rail network connects all cities (Deutsche Bahn).
Discount options include BahnCard, weekend tickets, and advance booking
discounts. Long-distance buses (FlixBus, BlaBlaBus) offer economical intercity
travel.

Cycling: Very popular and practical in most German cities with extensive
bicycle lanes.

Banking and Mobile

Banking: Opening a student account (Girokonto) is recommended and usually
free of charge for students under 30. Major banks include Deutsche Bank,
Commerzbank, Sparkasse, and online banks like N26 and DKB. Required

Prepared By: Team Topgrades 11



topgrades

abroad

documents: passport, student ID, residence registration certificate
(Meldebescheinigung).

Blocked Account: For visa purposes, international students need to open a
blocked account (Sperrkonto) showing minimum funds of €11,208, which are
released monthly (€934/month).

Mobile Phones: Various providers offer prepaid or contract options. Major
carriers include Deutsche Telekom, Vodafone, and O2. Prepaid SIM cards are
widely available and can be purchased in supermarkets, electronics stores, or
provider shops. Monthly plans range from €10-30 depending on data and call
inclusions.

Health Insurance

Mandatory Insurance: Health insurance is legally required for all students in
Germany. Most students under 30 use public health insurance (gesetzliche
Krankenversicherung) costing approximately €110-120/month.

Insurance Options:

o Public Insurance (GKV): Comprehensive coverage including doctor
visits, hospital stays, basic dental, and prescriptions. Common
providers include TK (Techniker Krankenkasse), AOK, Barmer, and
DAK.

o Private Insurance (PKV): Available for students over 30 or in specific
situations, but generally not recommended for most international
students.

Coverage: German health insurance covers most medical needs with minimal
co-payments. Some services like advanced dental procedures, glasses, or
certain preventive examinations may require additional payments.

Student Support and Wellness

University Services: International Offices (Akademisches Auslandsamt) at
German universities provide comprehensive support for international
students, including orientation programs, buddy systems, and administrative
help.

Counseling Services: Most universities offer free psychological counseling
and mental health support through their Studentenwerk.

Academic Support: Universities provide language centers, writing centers,
and tutoring for academic assistance.

Student Associations: Each university has a student council (AStA) and
international student associations. Many have specific Indian student
associations or cultural groups.

Integration Programs: Many universities offer "Tandem” language exchange
programs and intercultural events to help international students integrate
into German society.
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