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Why Study in Ireland

Ireland’'s higher education institutions are internationally recognized for their
quality: for example, Trinity College Dublin ranks #108 and University College Dublin
#172 in the QS World University Rankings 2025. Ireland offers high-quality education
with internationally recognized degrees and extensive research opportunities,
particularly in STEM, humanities, and business. It is also known for its safety and
welcoming society - Ireland ranks as the 3rd most peaceful country in Europe
according to the Global Peace Index 2024.

Furthermore, Ireland's post-study work and immigration pathways (Third Level
Graduate Scheme, Critical Skills Employment Permit) make it attractive for
long-term prospects. As the only English-speaking country in the EU post-Brexit,
Ireland offers unique advantages for international students seeking European
experience. These factors - plus quality of life, access to EU markets, vibrant culture,
and natural beauty - explain why many Indian students choose Ireland.

Overview of the Irish Education System

e Degree Levels: Ireland offers undergraduate degrees (typically 3-4 years for
a Bachelor's), followed by graduate degrees (Master's 1-2 years, PhD 3-4
years). There are also colleges/institutes offering diplomas and certificates
(1-2 year programs often with practical training).

e Universities vs. Institutes of Technology: Ireland has 7 traditional
universities that focus on research and academic degrees; Institutes of
Technology (recently reorganized into Technological Universities) focus more
on vocational training and applied programs. Many international students
attend universities (e.g. Trinity College Dublin, UCD), but the technological
universities and colleges also admit large numbers of international students.

e National Framework of Qualifications (NFQ): Ireland uses a 10-level NFQ
system. Level 6 represents higher certificates, Level 7 ordinary bachelor's
degrees, Level 8 honours bachelor's degrees, Level 9 master's degrees, and
Level 10 doctoral degrees. This framework helps ensure recognition of Irish
qualifications internationally.

Top Universities and Colleges

Ireland has several internationally ranked institutions. Notable universities include:

Trinity College Dublin (TCD) - Ireland’s oldest university, founded in 1592
University College Dublin (UCD)

National University of Ireland, Galway (NUIG)

University College Cork (UCC)

Prepared By: Team Topgrades 2



topgrades

abroad

Dublin City University (DCU)
Maynooth University (MU)
University of Limerick (UL)

Technological Universities and Institutes:

Technological University Dublin (TU Dublin)
Munster Technological University (MTU)
Atlantic Technological University (ATU)
Technological University of the Shannon (TUS)
South East Technological University (SETU)
Dundalk Institute of Technology (DKIT)

Other notable institutions:

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI) - specializing in medicine
National College of Art and Design (NCAD)
National College of Ireland (NCI) - business focus

Application Process

Undergraduate Admission

Indian students apply through the Central Applications Office (CAO) or directly to
institutions for undergraduate programs. Key points:

Eligibility: Completion of 12th grade (CBSE, ICSE, State Board or IB) with
strong grades. Most universities look for ~60-80% average (higher for
competitive programs). For example, Trinity College Dublin typically requires
80-85% in Indian Class XII for competitive programs.

Application Timeline: Irish UG programs typically start in September, with
CAO applications opening in November and closing in February (normal
deadline) or May (late applications, if space available). Some institutions also
offer January intakes.

Application Platform: The CAO (cao.ie) centralizes applications for
undergraduate courses at participating institutions. Some private colleges
and specific programs may require direct applications.

Entrance Exams: Irish universities do not generally require SAT/ACT for
Indian applicants. However, proof of English proficiency (IELTS, TOEFL or
equivalent) is required if your schooling was not in English.
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Graduate Admission

For master's and doctoral programs:

Eligibility: Most Irish Master's programs require a Bachelor's degree (or
equivalent) with at least second-class honours (2.2 or 55%+). A 3-year Indian
Bachelor's degree is generally accepted for Master's admission.
Application Materials: Typically you need:

o Official tfranscripts (with certified English translations if needed) of all
university-level study.
Copy of degree certificate (if already graduated).
Statement of Purpose/Personal Statement.
Letters of Recommendation (usually 2, from professors or employers).
Resume/CV (especially for research programs).
Proof of English proficiency (IELTS/TOEFL). Some schools waive this if
your prior degree was in English.

o Portfolio (for art, design, architecture programs).
Timeline: Most master's programs admit for September intake with
application deadlines between February-June (varies by institution). Some
programs also offer January intakes. PhD applications may have more
flexible deadlines throughout the year. It's common to apply 6-9 months
before the program starts.
Application Process: Unlike undergraduate applications, graduate
applications are made directly to the institution rather than through a central
system.

o O O O O

Entrance Exams & Language Tests

English Proficiency: IELTS (Academic) or TOEFL iBT scores are required by
all Irish institutions. Typical minimum scores are IELTS 6.5 overall (with no
band below 6.0) or TOEFL 90. Some universities accept alternatives like PTE
Academic or Duolingo English Test. Several Irish universities may waive the
IELTS/TOEFL requirement if the applicant's previous education was
conducted entirely in English.

Other Exams: For business (MBA) programs, a GMAT is often required or
recommended. Some medical programs may require the HPAT (Health
Professions Admission Test). Indian entrance tests are not generally accepted
for admission to Irish universities.

Equivalency of Indian Education

High School vs. Irish Secondary: Indian Class XII is generally treated as
equivalent to the Irish Leaving Certificate. Universities will ask for
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CBSE/ICSE marksheets and certificates. The grading scales differ
significantly.

Indian Bachelor's: Unlike some countries, Ireland typically recognizes Indian
three-year Bachelor's degrees for Master's admission. However, for
competitive programs, higher grades or additional qualifications may be
preferred.

Credential Evaluation: For some purposes, a NARIC Ireland evaluation may
be used to certify Indian credentials in Irish terms, though this is not always
required for admission.

Required Documentation

Generally, you will need the following (some requirements vary by level):

Academic transcripts and certificates: Complete grade sheets from Class X
onward for UG; transcripts and degree certificate from your Bachelor's for
PG.

Passport: A valid passport (with at least 12 months validity remaining).
Proof of funds: Bank statements showing you can afford tuition and living
costs (currently about €10,000 per year for living expenses, plus tuition).
Admission letter: Letter of acceptance from an Irish higher education
institution.

English test score: IELTS/TOEFL scorecard, unless exempt.

Medical insurance: Proof of comprehensive medical insurance coverage.
Photo: Passport-size photos (for visa application and student ID).

Other: Statement of Purpose (for universities), any scholarship award letters,
sponsor letter if someone else funds you.

Translations: If any documents are not in English, get them officially
translated.

Visa and Student Permission Process (India)

1.

3.

Admission: First secure admission at an Irish institution. You will receive an
acceptance letter.

Prepare finances: Assemble proof of funds (bank statements showing
sufficient funds to cover tuition fees and €10,000 for living expenses). Create
a payment history showing transactions over several months.

Apply for Student Visa: Indian nationals need to apply for a "D” study visa
from the Irish Embassy or Consulate. This multi-entry visa allows you to enter
Ireland. Required items: completed application form, acceptance letter, proof
of tuition payment, financial documentation, insurance proof, passport
photos.
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4. Timeline: Visa processing for Indian students typically takes 4-8 weeks.

5.

Apply as early as possible once you have your acceptance letter.

Arrival: Upon arrival in Ireland, you must register with the Irish
Naturalisation and Immigration Service (INIS) within 90 days to receive your
Irish Residence Permit (IRP). This is a crucial step that converts your entry
visa into permission to stay.

Registration with GNIB: If you're staying for more than 90 days, you must
register with the Garda National Immigration Bureau (GNIB) and receive an
Irish Residence Permit (IRP) card (current fee €300).

Costs of Study and Living (2024-2025)

Tuition Fees by Institution and Level

Tuition for non-EU students is significantly higher than for EU/Irish students and
varies by institution and program:

Undergraduate programs: €15,000-€25,000 per year for most programs.
Medical, dental and veterinary programs can cost €45,000-€55,000 per year.
Postgraduate programs: €13,000-€35,000 per year depending on the field.
Business, engineering, and science programs tend to be at the higher end.
PhD programs: €13,000-€18,000 per year, though many PhD students receive
funding packages.

Examples of annual international student tuition (approximate 2024-25 rates):

Trinity College Dublin: UG Arts €20,000, UG Business €21,500, UG STEM
€26,000

University College Dublin: UG Arts €18,600, UG Business €19,900, UG
Engineering €23,800

Technological University Dublin: UG programs €13,500-€16,000

Masters degrees: €16,000-€35,000 (Business/MBA programs at the higher
end)

Living Expenses

Housing: Rent is a major cost. In Dublin, a one-bedroom apartment costs
roughly €1,700-2,200/month. A room in a shared apartment can be much
cheaper (often €600-900). In smaller cities like Galway, Cork, or Limerick,
rents are lower: a room in shared accommodation may cost €450-750/month.
Many students live in purpose-built student accommodation
(€8,000-14,000/year) or homestays.

Food: Groceries ~€250-350/month; eating out adds cost.
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Transportation: Public transit in Dublin costs ~€90-120/month with a student
Leap Card. Bicycles are common in most university cities.

Other: Books/supplies ~€500-1,000/year. Health insurance (mandatory)
~€350-700/year.

Overall living costs are often estimated at €10,000-15,000/year per student in
Dublin (excluding tuition), and somewhat less in other cities.

Scholarships and Financial Aid

While Irish institutions have fewer scholarship options than some countries,
opportunities exist:

Government Scholarships: The Government of Ireland International
Education Scholarship offers full tuition and €10,000 stipend for one year to
high-achieving students. The Ireland Fellows Programme targets students
from specific developing countries.

University Scholarships: Many universities offer merit-based awards. For
example, UCD Global Excellence Scholarships offer €2,000-€12,000 tuition
reduction; Trinity College offers several merit-based scholarships for
international students.

Research Councils: The Irish Research Council funds postgraduate
scholarships for research degrees.

Science Foundation Ireland: Offers funding for PhD and postdoctoral
research in STEM fields.

Education Loans: In India, education loans (e.g., from SBI, HDFC Credila) are
common to fund studies abroad. Some Indian banks have partnerships with
Irish institutions.

Working While Studying

International students in Ireland can work part-time during studies and full-time
during breaks, under conditions:

During term: Work up to 20 hours per week with a valid student permission.
Vacation periods: Work up to 40 hours per week during scheduled university
holidays (Christmas, Easter, and summer).

Wage: Minimum wage is €12.70/hour (2025) for all workers, including
international students.

Personal Public Service Number (PPS): To work, you need a PPS number
(apply after arrival).

Working can help cover living expenses but should be balanced with academic
commitments.
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Post-Graduation Work Permission & Immigration

Third Level Graduate Scheme: After graduating from an eligible Irish
program (NFQ Level 8 or above), you can apply for the Third Level Graduate
Scheme. This allows:
o Level 8 (Honours Bachelor's) graduates: 1 year to work and seek
employment
o Level 9/10 (Master's/PhD) graduates: 2 years to work and seek
employment
Work Permits: After finding suitable employment, graduates can apply for:
o Critical Skills Employment Permit (for occupations with skill shortages)
o General Employment Permit (for other eligible positions)
Permanent Residence: After 5 years of legal residency in Ireland, you may
apply for long-term residence status.
Recent Policy Changes: Ireland has been gradually expanding post-study
work rights for international graduates, reflecting its need for skilled workers
in many sectors. However, there are ongoing discussions about potential
limits on international student numbers similar to other countries.

Life in Ireland

Climate and Safety

Ireland has a temperate maritime climate:

Weather: Mild, but changeable and often rainy. Winters are usually 4-8°C,
rarely freezing. Summers are cool (15-20°C). Rainfall happens year-round.
Indian students should prepare waterproof clothing and layers rather than
extremely heavy winter wear.

Safety: Ireland is generally very safe, with relatively low crime rates by global
standards. Dublin and other university cities are considered safe for
international students, though normal urban precautions apply.

Multiculturalism

Diversity: Ireland has become increasingly multicultural, especially in Dublin,
Cork, and Galway. There are established Indian and South Asian communities
in major cities. Cultural festivals, Indian grocery stores, and places of worship
are available in larger cities.

Language: English is the primary language of education and business. Irish
(Gaelic) is the first official language and appears on signs alongside English,
but fluency is not necessary for international students.
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Housing

On-Campus: Many universities offer student residences or have
arrangements with private providers. These can be convenient but often cost
€7,000-14,000 per academic year. Apply early as demand exceeds supply.
Off-Campus: The rental market is extremely tight in Irish cities. Use
university accommodation services, daft.ie, rent.ie, or student-specific
platforms. Expect to pay €600-900/month for a room in shared
accommodation in Dublin, less in other cities.

Utilities: Often not included in private rentals. Budget €100-150/month for
electricity, heating, and internet.

Public Transport

Cities: Major cities have bus networks, and Dublin has trams (Luas) and
suburban rail (DART). A student Leap Card offers discounted fares.
Intercity: Irish Rail connects major cities. Bus Eireann provides nationwide
coach service. Student discounts available.

Banking and Mobile

Banking: You can open an Irish bank account after arrival. Major banks
(Bank of Ireland, AIB, Ulster Bank) offer student accounts. Required:
passport, IRP card, proof of address, and student ID.

Mobile Phones: Providers include Vodafone, Three, Eir, and budget options
like 48, Tesco Mobile, and GoMo. Prepaid plans cost approximately
€15-30/month for calls/texts and data. No credit check required for prepaid
options.

Health Insurance

International students in Ireland must have private health insurance:

Required Coverage: Irish immigration requires comprehensive sickness
insurance that covers hospitalization costs.

University Plans: Many institutions partner with insurance providers to offer
student-specific plans (€350-700 per year).

Public System Access: With health insurance, students can access Ireland's
public health system, but private insurance enables faster access to care in
many cases.

Mental Health: Irish universities typically provide free counseling services to
enrolled students.
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Student Support and Wellness

e International Offices: Irish institutions have dedicated international student
offices that help with orientation, cultural adjustment, and practical matters.

e Counselling Services: Universities provide free or subsidized mental health
counseling.

e Student Unions: Active student unions organize events, clubs, and societies
that help integration.

e Academic Support: Writing centers, math support, language assistance, and
other academic resources are typically available at no extra cost.

e Cultural Associations: Most campuses have Indian/South Asian student
associations that organize cultural events, celebrations, and support
networks.
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