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Why Study in New Zealand 

New Zealand's universities rank among the world's respected institutions: for 
example, QS 2025 ranks the University of Auckland #79, University of Otago #191, 
and Victoria University of Wellington #236 globally. New Zealand offers high-quality 
education with internationally recognized degrees and extensive research 
opportunities. It is also known for its safety and stability – New Zealand was ranked 
the 2nd most peaceful country in 2024 according to the Global Peace Index – and a 
welcoming, multicultural society (with Māori culture integrated throughout society, 
and 27.4% of the population born overseas). 

Furthermore, New Zealand's post-study work and immigration pathways (Post-study 
work visa, Skilled Migrant Category and various employer-assisted work visas) 
make it attractive for long-term prospects. These factors – plus quality of life, 
universal healthcare access, and stunning natural beauty – explain why many Indian 
students choose New Zealand. 

Overview of the New Zealand Education System 

● Degree Levels: New Zealand has undergraduate degrees (typically 3 years for a 
Bachelor's), followed by graduate degrees (Honours 1 year, Master's 1–2 years, PhD 
3–4 years). There are also polytechnics/institutes offering diplomas and certificates 
(6-month to 2-year programs often with practical training). 

● Universities vs. Polytechnics: Universities focus on research and academic 
degrees; "polytechnics" (also called institutes of technology) focus on vocational 
training and applied programs. Most international students attend universities (e.g. 
University of Auckland, University of Otago), but polytechnics (e.g. Unitec, 
Wellington Institute of Technology) also admit international students and often have 
pathways to university degrees. 

● Qualifications Framework: All qualifications in New Zealand are registered on the 
New Zealand Qualifications Framework (NZQF), which has 10 levels: 

●​ Levels 1-4: Certificates 
●​ Levels 5-6: Diplomas 
●​ Level 7: Bachelor's degrees and Graduate Diplomas/Certificates 
●​ Level 8: Postgraduate Diplomas/Certificates and Bachelor Honours 
●​ Level 9: Master's degrees 
●​ Level 10: Doctoral degrees 

● Academic Year: The New Zealand academic year typically runs from 
February/March to November with two semesters. Some institutions offer a third 
(summer) semester from November to February. 

 
Prepared By: Team Topgrades​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 2 



 

Top Universities and Polytechnics 

New Zealand has eight universities, all publicly funded and internationally ranked: 

● North Island: 

●​ University of Auckland (highest ranked in NZ) 
●​ Auckland University of Technology (AUT) 
●​ University of Waikato (Hamilton) 
●​ Massey University (main campus in Palmerston North, with Auckland and 

Wellington campuses) 
●​ Victoria University of Wellington 

● South Island: 

●​ University of Canterbury (Christchurch) 
●​ Lincoln University (Specialized in agriculture/environmental studies, near 

Christchurch) 
●​ University of Otago (Dunedin, oldest university in NZ) 

Notable polytechnics/institutes of technology include: 

●​ Unitec Institute of Technology (Auckland) 
●​ Manukau Institute of Technology (Auckland) 
●​ Wellington Institute of Technology (WelTec) 
●​ Whitireia New Zealand (Wellington region) 
●​ Ara Institute of Canterbury (Christchurch) 
●​ Otago Polytechnic (Dunedin) 
●​ Eastern Institute of Technology (Hawke's Bay/Tairāwhiti) 
●​ Toi Ohomai Institute of Technology (Bay of Plenty) 

Application Process 

Undergraduate Admission 

Indian students apply directly to New Zealand universities or polytechnics for 
undergraduate (UG) programs. Key points: 

● Eligibility: Completion of 12th grade (CBSE, ICSE, State Board or IB) with strong 
grades. Most universities look for ~70-80% average (higher for competitive 
programs). For example, University of Auckland typically requires 75%+ in CBSE/ISC 
for direct entry. 

● Application Timeline: New Zealand UG programs typically start in 
February/March (Semester 1) with applications opening around July-August of the 
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previous year. Many programs also offer July intake (Semester 2) with earlier 
application deadlines. 

● Application Platform: Each institution has its own online application portal. 
Applications generally require transcripts of Class X and XII marks, and some 
require predicted grades if results are pending. 

● Entrance Exams (UG): New Zealand universities do not generally require SAT/ACT 
for Indian applicants. However, proof of English proficiency (IELTS, TOEFL, PTE or 
equivalent) is required if your schooling was not in English. Some universities waive 
this if your high school education was entirely in English. 

Graduate Admission 

For master's and doctoral programs: 

● Eligibility: Most New Zealand Master's programs require a 3-year Bachelor's 
degree (or equivalent) with good grades (typically B average or better, equivalent to 
roughly 65-70% in the Indian system). For doctoral programs, an Honours degree or 
Master's is typically required. 

● Application Materials: Typically you need: 

●​ Official transcripts (with certified English translations if needed) of all 
university-level study. 

●​ Copy of degree certificate (if already graduated). 
●​ Statement of Purpose (research or study plan). 
●​ Letters of Recommendation (usually 2, from professors or employers). 
●​ Resume/CV (especially for research programs). 
●​ Proof of English proficiency (IELTS/TOEFL/PTE). 
●​ Research proposal (for PhD and research-based Master's programs). 

● Timeline: Most programs admit for Semester 1 (February/March) with deadlines 
Oct-Dec. PhD programs may have rolling admissions. It's common to apply 4-6 
months before the program starts. 

● Equivalency: Universities typically assess Indian marks against New Zealand 
grading. A credential evaluation is not usually required unless specifically requested. 

Entrance Exams & Language Tests 

● English Proficiency: IELTS (Academic), TOEFL iBT, or PTE Academic scores are 
required by all New Zealand institutions. Typical minimum scores are: 

●​ IELTS: 6.0-6.5 overall (with no band below 5.5-6.0) 
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●​ TOEFL iBT: 80-90 
●​ PTE Academic: 50-58 

Some universities waive the English requirement if the applicant's previous 
education was conducted entirely in English for at least 2 years. For example, the 
University of Auckland may exempt students who completed all of their secondary 
education in English. 

● Other Exams: For management programs, GMAT may be required (particularly for 
MBA). GRE is generally not required but may strengthen applications for competitive 
programs. Indian entrance tests (GATE, CAT, etc.) are not accepted for admission to 
New Zealand universities. 

Equivalency of Indian Education 

● High School vs. NZ Secondary: Indian Class XII is treated as equivalent to New 
Zealand's NCEA Level 3 (final year of secondary school). Universities will ask for 
CBSE/ICSE marksheets and certificates. 

● Indian Bachelor's: New Zealand universities accept 3-year Indian Bachelor's 
degrees for Master's admission, typically requiring good grades (B average or 
equivalent). The Indian 3-year Bachelor's is generally considered equivalent to a 
New Zealand Bachelor's degree. 

● Credential Evaluation: Formal credential evaluation is not typically required for 
admission, as New Zealand universities are familiar with the Indian education 
system. Universities evaluate credentials internally as part of the admission process. 

Required Documentation 

Generally, you will need the following (some vary UG vs PG): 

● Academic transcripts and certificates: Complete grade sheets from Class X 
onward for UG; transcripts and degree certificate from your Bachelor's for PG. 

● Passport: A valid passport (with at least 3 months validity beyond your intended 
stay). 

● Proof of funds: Bank statements showing you can afford tuition and living costs 
(currently about NZD$20,000 per year, plus tuition). 

● Admission letter: Offer of Place from a New Zealand education provider. This is 
required to apply for the student visa. 

● English test score: IELTS/TOEFL/PTE scorecard, unless exempt. 
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● Photo: Passport-size photos (for visa application). 

● Other: Medical exam results (if requested), police clearance certificate (if 
requested), health insurance verification, Statement of Purpose (for universities but 
not needed for visa), any scholarship award letters. 

● Translations: If any documents are not in English, get them translated by a 
certified translator. 

Visa and Student Visa Process (India) 

1.​ Admission: First secure admission at a New Zealand education provider. You 
will receive an Offer of Place. 

2.​ Prepare finances: Assemble proof of funds (bank statements, investments, 
scholarship letters). For a student visa, you need to show you have 
NZD$20,000 per year for living expenses, plus tuition fees. 

3.​ Apply for Student Visa: Apply online through Immigration New Zealand. 
Required items: digital copy of Offer of Place, tuition fee receipt, transcripts, 
passport bio page, financial proof, digital photo, English test results, medical 
examination results if required, and police certificates if required. 

4.​ Timeline: Processing from India currently averages about 4-8 weeks (but can 
vary). Apply as early as possible – ideally 2-3 months before the program 
starts. 

5.​ Post-Decision: If approved, you'll get a visa letter. The visa will be 
electronically linked to your passport. 

6.​ Arrival: On arrival in New Zealand, your passport and visa will be checked. 

Costs of Study and Living (2024–2025) 

Tuition Fees by Level 

Tuition for international students is higher than for New Zealanders and varies by 
institution and program: 

● Undergraduate: Average international tuition ~NZD$28,000-35,000 per year 

●​ Arts, Education: ~NZD$26,000-30,000/year 
●​ Business/Commerce: ~NZD$30,000-35,000/year 
●​ Science & Engineering: ~NZD$34,000-38,000/year 
●​ Medicine & Veterinary Science: ~NZD$80,000+/year 

● Postgraduate: Average international tuition ~NZD$30,000-40,000 per year 

●​ Master's by Coursework: ~NZD$30,000-38,000/year 
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●​ MBA: ~NZD$40,000-60,000/year 
●​ PhD: Most international PhD students pay the same tuition as domestic 

students (~NZD$7,000-9,000/year) when admitted to programs at public 
universities 

● Polytechnics: Generally lower. Certificate/Diploma programs 
~NZD$18,000-25,000/year 

Living Expenses 

● Housing: Rent is a major cost. In Auckland, a one-bedroom apartment costs 
roughly NZD$1,800-2,200/month. A room in a shared apartment (flatting) is much 
cheaper (NZD$200-300/week). In smaller cities like Dunedin or Palmerston North, 
rents are lower. Many students live in university accommodation 
(NZD$13,000-18,000/year for catered halls, NZD$8,000-12,000 for self-catered). 

● Food: Groceries ~NZD$80-120/week; eating out adds cost. 

● Transportation: Public transit passes are ~NZD$30-40/week in major cities. Many 
students use bicycles. 

● Other: Books/supplies ~NZD$500-1,000/year. Clothing NZD$500-1,000. Health 
insurance (mandatory) ~NZD$600-700/year. 

Overall living costs are estimated ~NZD$20,000/year per student (excluding tuition). 

Scholarships and Financial Aid 

While New Zealand institutions don't generally offer extensive "financial aid" to 
international students, there are scholarship programs: 

● New Zealand Government Scholarships: The New Zealand Aid Programme offers 
scholarships for developing countries including India. These are highly competitive 
full scholarships covering tuition and living expenses. 

● University Scholarships: Most universities offer merit-based scholarships for 
international students: 

●​ University of Auckland offers International Student Scholarships 
(NZD$10,000-20,000) 

●​ University of Otago offers various partial scholarships for international 
undergraduates and graduates 

●​ Victoria University of Wellington has specific scholarships for Indian students 
●​ University of Canterbury offers UC International First Year Scholarships 
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● Doctoral Scholarships: PhD students at public universities typically pay domestic 
tuition rates and may compete for the same doctoral scholarships as domestic 
students. 

● Research Funding: Science and technology researchers may find funding through 
organizations like the Royal Society of New Zealand or institutional research funds. 

● Education Loans: In India, education loans (e.g., from SBI, HDFC Credila) are 
common to fund studies abroad. New Zealand banks don't typically offer loans to 
international students without NZ residency. 

Working While Studying 

International students in New Zealand can work part-time during studies and 
full-time during breaks, under these conditions: 

● Part-Time Work: Most student visas allow work up to 20 hours per week during 
term and full-time (40 hours) during scheduled breaks and holidays. Must be 
enrolled full-time and have a valid student visa. 

● Wage: Minimum wage is NZD$23.65 per hour (as of April 2024). 

● IRD Number: To work, you need a New Zealand tax number (apply to Inland 
Revenue). 

● Work Rights for Specific Programs: PhD students and research Master's students 
can work full-time while studying. 

Working can help cover expenses and gain experience, but balancing work and 
study is important. Many students find part-time work in retail, hospitality, or 
on-campus. 

Post-Study Work Visa & Immigration 

● Post-Study Work Visa: After completing a New Zealand qualification, you can 
apply for a post-study work visa. Duration depends on qualification level: 

●​ For qualifications at level 4-6: 1 year open work visa 
●​ For qualification at level 7 or higher: 3 years open work visa 
●​ For Master's and PhD: 3 years open work visa 

● Skilled Migrant Category: With New Zealand work experience from post-study 
work, you can apply for permanent residence through the Skilled Migrant Category. 
This points-based system assesses age, work experience, qualifications, and job 
offers. 
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● Employer-Assisted Work Visas: The Accredited Employer Work Visa allows skilled 
workers with job offers to work in New Zealand. After a period of employment, this 
can lead to residency. 

● Recent Changes: In 2023-24, the New Zealand government made some 
adjustments to student visa policies, focusing on quality education and genuine 
students. Key changes include stricter financial requirements and more scrutiny of 
English language declarations. 

Life in New Zealand 

Climate and Safety 

New Zealand has a temperate maritime climate: 

● Weather: Mild temperatures with four distinct seasons. North Island is warmer 
(Auckland winter ~10-15°C, summer ~20-25°C); South Island cooler (Dunedin winter 
~5-10°C, summer ~15-20°C). Rainfall is distributed throughout the year. Snow is 
common in alpine regions and occasionally in South Island cities. 

● Safety: New Zealand is extremely safe. Crime rates are very low, and it ranks 
consistently as one of the world's safest and most peaceful countries. Still, take 
normal precautions and be aware of outdoor safety when exploring natural areas. 

Multiculturalism 

● Diversity: New Zealand is increasingly multicultural. Auckland is particularly 
diverse, with 39% of residents born overseas. There are established Indian 
communities in Auckland, Wellington, and Christchurch. Cultural festivals (Diwali, 
Holi), Indian grocery stores, and temples are common in urban areas. 

● Māori Culture: The indigenous Māori culture is an integral part of New Zealand's 
identity. Many place names, cultural practices, and official ceremonies incorporate 
Māori language (te reo) and customs (tikanga). 

● Language: English is the main language. Te reo Māori is an official language but 
not required for daily life or most studies. 

Housing 

● On-Campus: Universities offer halls of residence (dormitories) and student 
apartments. These can be convenient but cost NZD$150-400 per week depending on 
whether meals are included. First-year students often get priority for halls. 
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● Off-Campus: Many students share houses or apartments ("flatting"). Use 
university accommodation services, local websites (TradeMe, Facebook groups), or 
student notice boards. A room in a shared house in Auckland might cost 
NZD$200-300 per week; cheaper in smaller cities. 

● Utilities: Often included in university housing. For private flats: internet 
~NZD$30/week (shared), electricity ~NZD$20-40/week in winter (shared), heating 
costs vary by region and property insulation. 

Public Transport 

● Cities: Major cities have bus networks. Auckland and Wellington have train 
systems. A student bus/train pass costs roughly NZD$30-40 per week. Many 
students cycle or walk. 

● Intercity: Intercity buses connect cities and towns. Domestic flights are common 
between main centers due to mountainous terrain making ground transport 
time-consuming (flights Auckland-Wellington ~NZD$100-250 one-way). 

Banking and Mobile 

● Banking: You can open a New Zealand bank account before arrival (some banks 
offer this service) or upon arrival. Major banks (ANZ, BNZ, ASB, Westpac) offer 
student accounts with minimal fees. Required: passport, student visa, proof of 
address in New Zealand. 

● Mobile Phones: Relatively affordable. Major carriers (Vodafone, Spark, 2degrees) 
offer prepaid SIMs and monthly plans. Expect ~NZD$30-60/month for unlimited 
calls/text and moderate data (3-10 GB). Prepaid SIM cards can be bought at 
airports or city shops; no credit check required. 

Health Insurance 

New Zealand does not provide public health coverage to international students, so 
insurance is mandatory: 

● Mandatory Insurance: All international students must have appropriate health 
and travel insurance while studying in New Zealand. University-arranged policies 
cost ~NZD$600-700 per year. You can also arrange your own policy from providers 
like OrbitProtect or Southern Cross if it meets the required standards. 

● Coverage: Must include doctor visits, hospital stays, prescriptions, mental health, 
and medical evacuation/repatriation. Dental is often limited or optional. 

 
Prepared By: Team Topgrades​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 10 



 

● Accidents: The Accident Compensation Corporation (ACC) covers everyone in New 
Zealand for accident-related injuries, including visitors and students. However, this 
only covers accidents, not illness. 

Student Support and Wellness 

● Counselling Services: New Zealand campuses provide free or low-cost mental 
health counselling to all students. International student advisors specifically support 
overseas students. 

● Mental Health Resources: Universities have dedicated international student 
support teams to help with adjustment, culture shock, and homesickness. Student 
associations often have clubs for various cultures. 

● Academic Support: Most institutions offer learning centers with academic writing 
help, tutoring, and study skills workshops. Many have specific support for English as 
an additional language. 

● Cultural Support: Universities recognize the importance of cultural integration 
and offer programs to help international students connect with local students. 
Buddy programs and international student clubs are common. 
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