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UK Visa Guide for International Students 
 
Introduction 
Studying in the United Kingdom offers international students access to world-renowned 
educational institutions, diverse cultural experiences, and valuable professional 
opportunities. This comprehensive guide aims to help international students understand 
the UK student visa system, including types of visas available, eligibility requirements, 
application processes, and important regulations to maintain legal status while 
studying in the UK. 
 
Types of Student Visas 
The UK offers several visa routes for international students: 
 

1. Student Visa (formerly Tier 4): For students aged 16 or over who want to study 
at a UK educational institution. 
 

2. Child Student Visa: For students aged 4-17 who want to study at an 
independent school in the UK. 
 

3. Short-term Study Visa: For students wanting to study a short course of up to 6 
months (or 11 months for English language courses). 
 

4. Graduate Visa: For international students who have completed an eligible UK 
degree to stay and work or look for work. 
 

Let's explore each of these visa categories in detail. 
 
Student Visa (formerly Tier 4) 
Eligibility Requirements 
To qualify for a Student Visa, you must: 

● Have an unconditional offer from a licensed student sponsor (educational 
institution with a sponsor license) 

● Have sufficient English language skills (usually IELTS or equivalent) 
● Have enough money to support yourself and pay for your course (financial 

requirement) 
● Demonstrate that you're a genuine student who intends to study in the UK 
● Have parental consent if under 18 
● Be from a country that's not in the European Economic Area (EEA) or Switzerland 

 
Duration of Stay 
Student Visas typically allow you to stay for the duration of your course plus some 
additional time: 

● For courses lasting 12 months or more: up to 4 months after the course ends 
● For courses lasting 6-12 months: 2 months after the course ends 
● For courses lasting less than 6 months: 7 days after the course ends 
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Key Features 
● Allows for part-time work (typically up to 20 hours per week during term time) 
● Permits full-time work during official vacation periods 
● Can bring dependents if studying a postgraduate level course for 9 months or 

longer, or a government-sponsored degree course lasting 6 months or longer 
● Allows you to study at any level with a licensed sponsor 

 
Child Student Visa 
Eligibility Requirements 
To qualify for a Child Student Visa, you must: 

● Be between 4 and 17 years old 
● Have an unconditional offer from a licensed student sponsor (UK independent 

school) 
● Have parental or guardian consent 
● Have adequate care arrangements in the UK 
● Have enough money to cover your course fees and living costs 

 
Duration of Stay 
Child Student Visas are typically valid for: 

● The length of the course up to a maximum of 6 years, plus 4 months after the 
course ends 

● If you're under 16, you can stay in the UK for a maximum of 6 years 
● If you're 16 or 17, you can stay for a maximum of 3 years 

 
Key Features 

● Allows limited part-time work for students aged 16 and over 
● Requires parental consent and care arrangements 
● Cannot be extended beyond age 18 (would need to switch to a Student Visa) 

 
Short-term Study Visa 
Eligibility Requirements 
To qualify for a Short-term Study Visa, you must: 

● Be at least 16 years old 
● Have been accepted on a course at a UK educational institution 
● Have enough money to support yourself during your stay 
● Be able to pay for your return journey 
● Intend to leave the UK at the end of your studies 

 
Duration of Stay 

● Standard short-term study visa: up to 6 months 
● Extended short-term study visa for English language courses: up to 11 months 

 
Key Features 

● No work permitted (neither paid nor unpaid) 
● Cannot be extended. Can’t bring dependents 
● Cannot switch to another visa category from within the UK.  
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Graduate Visa 
Eligibility Requirements 
To qualify for a Graduate Visa, you must: 

● Have successfully completed an eligible UK degree 
● Have a valid Student Visa or Tier 4 visa at the time of application 
● Apply from within the UK 
● Have studied with a licensed student sponsor that has a track record of 

compliance 
 
Duration of Stay 

● Bachelor's or Master's degree: 2 years 
● PhD or doctoral degree: 3 years 

 
Key Features 

● No sponsorship required 
● Allows you to work (including self-employment) without restriction 
● Can switch to other visa categories from within the UK 
● Can bring dependents who were with you during your Student Visa period 

 
Application Process 
The UK student visa application process involves several key steps: 
 
Step 1: Receive an Offer from a UK Educational Institution 
Apply to and receive an unconditional offer from a licensed student sponsor in the UK. 
 
Step 2: Receive a Confirmation of Acceptance for Studies (CAS) 
After accepting your offer, your institution will issue a CAS, which is a virtual document 
with a unique reference number. You'll need this for your visa application. 
 
Step 3: Prepare Financial Documentation 
Gather evidence that you have enough money to pay your tuition fees and support 
yourself during your studies. 
 
Step 4: Complete the Online Visa Application 
Complete the online visa application form on the UK government website. 
 
Step 5: Pay the Visa Application Fee and Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) 
Pay the required visa fee and the Immigration Health Surcharge, which gives you 
access to the UK National Health Service. 
 
Step 6: Book and Attend a Biometric Appointment 
Schedule and attend an appointment at a visa application center to provide your 
fingerprints and photograph. 
 
Step 7: Submit Supporting Documents 
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Submit all required supporting documents, either electronically or at your biometric 
appointment. 
 
Step 8: Attend a Credibility Interview (if required) 
Some applicants may be asked to attend an interview to assess whether they are 
genuine students. 
 
Step 9: Wait for a Decision 
Processing times vary, but typically you'll receive a decision within 3 weeks. 
 
Step 10: Collect Your Visa/BRP 
If approved, collect your Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) upon arrival in the UK. 
 
Required Documents 
Prepare the following documents for your visa application: 

● Current passport or travel document 
● CAS from your educational institution 
● Proof of financial means (bank statements covering a 28-day period) 
● Academic qualifications referenced in your CAS 
● Tuberculosis (TB) test results (if you're from a country where this is required) 
● English language test results (if required) 
● ATAS certificate (if your course requires it) 
● Consent letter from your parents/guardian (if under 18) 
● Translations of any documents that aren't in English or Welsh 

Additional documents may be required depending on your specific circumstances. 
 
Credibility Interview 
As part of the application process, you may be required to attend a credibility 
interview: 
Before the Interview 

● Research your chosen course and institution thoroughly 
● Prepare to explain why you've chosen your course and institution 
● Be ready to discuss your future plans after completing your studies 
● Understand how you will finance your studies 

 
During the Interview 

● Answer questions clearly and honestly 
● Show knowledge about your chosen institution and program 
● Demonstrate your genuine intention to study 
● Explain how your studies relate to your future career plans 

 
Common Interview Topics 

● Your educational background 
● Why you chose the UK for your studies 
● Why you chose your specific institution and course 
● How your course fits with your previous qualifications and future plans 
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● How you plan to fund your studies 
● Your plans after completing your studies 

 
Visa Fees 
Be prepared to pay several fees during the visa application process: 

● Student Visa application fee 
● Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) 
● Biometric appointment fee (if applicable) 
● Tuberculosis test fee (if applicable) 

For current fee amounts, please check the official UK government website, as these are 
subject to change. 
 
Visa Refusals and Reapplications 
If your visa application is refused, you will receive a letter explaining the reasons for 
the refusal. 
 
Common Reasons for Refusal 

● Insufficient funds or incorrect financial documentation 
● Discrepancies in statements or documentation 
● Inability to demonstrate genuine student status 
● Previous UK immigration violations 
● Failure to meet English language requirements 
● Missing or incomplete documentation 

 
Reapplication Process 

1. Carefully review the refusal letter to understand the reasons 
2. Address all issues mentioned in the refusal 
3. Gather additional or updated supporting documents 
4. Submit a new application with the correct fee 
5. Consider using the priority service if available 

You may reapply immediately after a refusal, but it's advisable to do so only after 
addressing all the issues that led to the previous refusal. 
 
Entering the United Kingdom 
After obtaining your visa, prepare for your entry into the UK: 
 
Timing Your Arrival 
You can usually enter the UK up to one month before your course starts if your course 
lasts more than 6 months. 
 
Documents to Carry in Your Hand Luggage 

● Valid passport with visa vignette 
● CAS statement 
● Original academic certificates and transcripts 
● Proof of financial resources 
● Contact information for your institution 
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● Accommodation details 
● Tuberculosis certificate (if applicable) 

 
Port of Entry Process 

1. Present your documents to the UK Border Force officer 
2. Answer any questions clearly and honestly 
3. Collect your Biometric Residence Permit (BRP) within 10 days of arrival if 

applicable 
 
Maintaining Visa Status 
Maintaining your legal status is crucial while studying in the UK: 
 
Student Visa Requirements 

● Attend all classes and maintain satisfactory academic progress 
● Inform your institution of any changes to your circumstances 
● Do not work more hours than permitted 
● Maintain valid health insurance 
● Do not break UK laws 
● Ensure your passport remains valid 
● Report any changes of address to your institution 
● Do not stay beyond the expiry date of your visa without extension 

 
Consequences of Violating Status 

● Curtailment of your visa 
● Requirement to leave the UK 
● Ban on returning to the UK for a specific period 
● Impact on future visa applications 
● Impact on your academic record 

 
Employment Options 
Work options for international students in the UK: 
 
Student Visa Holders 

● During term time: 
○ Up to 20 hours per week for degree level students 
○ Up to 10 hours per week for below degree level students 

● Full-time during official vacation periods 
● Placement or internship that is part of your course 
● Cannot be self-employed or work as a professional sportsperson or entertainer 
● Cannot fill a permanent full-time vacancy 

 
Graduate Visa Holders 

● Unrestricted work rights 
● Can be self-employed 
● Can set up a business 
● Can look for permanent employment opportunities 
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Work Restrictions 
Certain types of work are not permitted even within the allowed hours: 

● Self-employment 
● Working as a professional sportsperson 
● Working as a doctor or dentist in training (unless on a recognized foundation 

program) 
● Working as an entertainer 

 
Extending Your Stay 
If you need to extend your stay in the UK: 
 
Student Visa Extensions 

1. Consult with your institution's international student support team 
2. Apply before your current visa expires 
3. Ensure you have a new CAS from your institution 
4. Meet all eligibility requirements again 
5. Submit a new application with all required documentation and fees 

 
Graduate Visa Applications 

1. Apply before your Student Visa expires 
2. Ensure your UK higher education provider has notified the Home Office that 

you've successfully completed your course 
3. Pay the application fee and Immigration Health Surcharge 
4. Provide biometric information if required 
5. Remain in the UK while your application is processed 

 
Dependents 
Immediate family members can accompany certain types of students: 
 
Eligible Students Who Can Bring Dependents 

● Postgraduate research students on courses of 9 months or longer 
● Government-sponsored students on courses of 6 months or longer 
● Doctoral Extension Scheme students 

 
Eligible Dependents 

● Spouse or civil partner 
● Unmarried partner (if you've been living together for at least 2 years) 
● Children under 18 years of age 

 
Dependent Visa Requirements 

● Proof of relationship to the main applicant 
● Financial evidence showing sufficient funds to support dependents 
● Evidence of accommodation in the UK 
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Dependent Rights 
● Can work full-time (with some restrictions) 
● Can study (with some restrictions) 
● Access to NHS services after paying the Immigration Health Surcharge 

 
Healthcare and Insurance 
Immigration Health Surcharge (IHS) 

● Mandatory payment for most visa applications lasting more than 6 months 
● Provides access to the National Health Service (NHS) 
● Must be paid for the main applicant and any dependents 
● Covers most healthcare services, including GP visits, hospital treatment, and 

emergency care 
 
Private Health Insurance 

● Consider supplementary private health insurance for services not covered by the 
NHS 

● Essential for short-term study visa holders (less than 6 months) who aren't 
eligible for full NHS coverage 

● Can cover dental treatment, optician services, and repatriation costs 
 
Travel While on a Student Visa 
Traveling Within the United Kingdom 

● No restrictions on travel within the UK 
● Keep your passport and BRP with you when traveling 
● Consider carrying student ID and proof of address 

 
Traveling Outside the United Kingdom 
Before departure: 

1. Ensure your visa is valid for re-entry 
2. Check if you need a visa for the country you're visiting 
3. Inform your institution if you'll be away during term time 

 
Documents needed for re-entry: 

● Valid passport with valid visa or BRP 
● Evidence of continued studies (enrollment letter) 
● Evidence of accommodation and financial support in the UK 
● Return ticket to the UK 

 
Post-Graduation Options 
After completing your studies, you have several options: 
Graduate Visa 

● Apply for a 2-year Graduate visa (3 years for PhD graduates) 
● Work or look for work in the UK without sponsorship 
● Switch to other visa categories if eligible 
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Skilled Worker Visa 
● Find an employer who is a licensed sponsor 
● Receive a job offer that meets skill and salary requirements 
● Apply for a Skilled Worker visa from within the UK 

 
Start-up or Innovator Visa 

● Develop a business idea 
● Get endorsement from an approved body 
● Apply for the appropriate visa depending on your circumstances 

 
Further Study 

● Apply for a new Student Visa if you wish to pursue further studies 
● Meet all requirements including having a new CAS 

 
Return Home 

● Leave the UK before your visa expires if not switching to another visa category 
 
Helpful Resources 
UK Government Resources 

● Gov.UK - Student Visa 
● UK Council for International Student Affairs (UKCISA) 
● British Council 
● UK Visas and Immigration (UKVI) 

University Resources 
● Your university's international student support team 
● Students' Union advice services 
● University accommodation services 

Health Resources 
● National Health Service (NHS) 
● NHS 111 service for non-emergency medical advice 

Travel and Transport 
● Transport for London (TfL) 
● National Rail 
● National Express (coach service) 

Emergency Resources 
● Emergency services: 999 or 112 
● Police non-emergency: 101 
● NHS non-emergency: 111 
● UK Foreign Travel Advice 

 
Disclaimer 
This guide is intended for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal 
advice. Visa requirements and procedures are subject to change. Always verify current 
information with official sources such as the UK government website or a UK Visa 
Application Centre before proceeding with your visa application. 
Prepared By: Topgrades Abroad 
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